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f all watch and ward, may well 
; perſwade vs, that ſome mat- a Pro.4.23. 
ters of great importance de- 
ʒpend thereon: Among many 
. | (becauſe wy gates may not 
be great before ſo ſmall aci- 
tie) will touch one. There s 
* ſtrange defire,notof * 
t of p ers : atrer 
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7 be Epiſtle. 

God faith, b, n ſorne gine me 

thy heart; and to him indeed 

the right belongs: Vet tho- 

rough mans tranſgreſſiõ Sa- 

tan hath got ſuch hold ther- 

f of, that vnleſſe it be by diuine 

. power hee will not be kept 

See Acts. Out; & though we heare not 

Ln. Satans voice, yet his: dealing 

2 bewraies his meaning , that 

Y aboue all things in man he 

defires the heart. Once hee 

froue about a dead mans body, 

— — WW but doubtles his purpoſe 
therein was to haue ſet v 

an Idoll for himſelfe in the 

hearts of the liuing. But what 

15 mar s heart that it ſhould 

be ſo deſired? Surely in ſub. 

ſtance little, but for imploy- 

5 ment almoſt infinite: It is a 

Treaſure * whereout: man 

kat. 1535. bringeth all his actions good, 

orevuliltis a temple wherin is 

placed cither 


5510. 23.28. 


The Epiſtle. 


1 Hinc ſons b 
either the Arke ofGod,or Da- ti,gpeceane 
can for the Deuill: Yea, it is — 4 
* A A. - 
a f hace wherein dwelleth, gad. 
and a throne whereon ſitteth ; 

, fAvouſt.in pf. 
either Chriſt, or Satan, the 8 741. 


king of glory, or the prince of art 
darknes:and 'be that Lee p* paſ- i Qui, poſſeda 
ſeſſion will there excerciſe domi- ber * tabit 
nion. Neither may we thincke * 
that one heart wil ſufter both K Ntat. s e 
theſe; K no man can ſerge two 
m iſtern God will haue all or 
none; Fam part be ſhared | Quia ft ibi 
from him in high diſpea iure he Or 
leaues the reſt, ana ſo the n hole cedit Deus 
| falls to the deuil. Now (th the 7 1 
caſe ſtandeth thus with mans dee. A 
heart, doth it not neerly cõ- po 
cerne euery one to know his 
owe eflate in this bchalfe; 
to witzwhar kind of treaſury, | 
whole Temple; whole pa/lace 
and thront his bert is, that if 
all be wel he may teioycc, & 
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bf this Trca- 


The Epafie. 
lo keepe it for the Lordʒ if o- 
therwiſe, then ſeeke tedreſſe 
betime. 
To this purpoſe ſetues this 
pteſent treatiſe: wherein as 
in a glaſſe may firſt be ſeene, 
the fearfull tate cf mant natu- 
ral heart, full frouglit with e- 
uill choughts, void of good 
conſideration and ſo moſt fit 
for Satan : Then after doc 
thoſe bleſſed meanet appeare, 
whereby mans natural heart 
may be reformed, to become 
the temple of God, the ſear of 
grace, and a "bed of ſpices for 

essa. he welbelonedro feed vpõ. And 
theſe are points of that im- 

portance , that whoſocuer 
neglecteth them, may ſay 

farewell grace; & bid adue to 

god himſelfe:for in the har, 

if at all in man wſl theſe be 


ſcated. 
Novy 
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The Epiſtle. 
Nowthe publiſhing here- 
of being cõmitted vnto me, 
I preſent the ſame vnto your 
worſhips,and ynder your pro- 
tection deſire tocommend it 
to the church of God. It 
would too much enlarge my 
gates to annex the manifold 
reaſons which mooue we 10 
this choiſe on your behalfe; 
onely this I pray (that ſeeing 
it is the firſt fruits of my la- 
bours in this kind wherein I 
had full power of free choiſe 
in my dedicatiõ) it may inti- 
mate to you both, mine vn- 
fained hearts deſte of that 
ever. laſfing good Iwiſh vn- 
to your ſoules; andalſo teſſi- 
fic in part my thankful mind 
for your manifold fauours to 
me, and mine who depend 
ypon you. 
Now God Almighty bleſſe 
A 4 your 


The Epiſt le. 
your wor, ups with your chil- | 
dren and familie, according 

to your ſcuetall neceſſuies 4 
of his mercie and goodnes, 
for ſoule and body, in this 
life and for euet. Cambridge. 
Aug. 20. 1606, 


Your worſhips in the Lord 
Thomas Pierſonn 


To the Rea- 
der. 


Nov/gord reaver) thut for 

my further. ce urthe pub- 
lng of this rr 4ttat, / had the 
anthors owng dr. l of tire 
plat-forme fu; beſide two per- 
2 copies 0) Fall his ſer mo- s. [ 
have for p/ainefſe [rhe di ved 
it nue Chapters and ſe Juni fer 
the bette * effect mg ” bereof , / 
mas conſtr aine. totr g ofe tro 
of the r. ſes, hen. iſs 1 danbt 
» of but Fer ene that bear 1 e 
pre add; ill inadge me to H we 
dealt fart hf: ly n ib the God * 
author J Le L, cu bleſſe it to thy 
geol. 
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Gen, 8. 21. 
And the Lord ſaid im his 


* heart, I n ill hence forth curſe the 


earth no more for mam cuuſe: fur 
the Imagmation of many hears! 
2 evil enen from hu youth, 


CHAP. I. 


The vnfolding of the text. by way of 
preparation tothe Treatiſe, 


75 N the former 
"NS part of this 
＋ 1 chapter, Mo- 
SY ics heth faith. 

fully related 

the drying of 


the waters after the flood: and 
Noahs facrificing vnto God 


with Gods acceptance theres | 


of Now in this yerſe and the 
next, 


2 Alang naturall. 


next,he recordeth ſuch lawes 
and decrees as God made 
with Noah touching the re- 
ſtauration of nature periſhed 
by the flood; as well for the 
ſparing of the creatures from 
ſuch like deſtruction, as for 
the continuance of his proui- 
dence in needeſull times and 
ſeaſons, meete for their future 
preſeruation. Theſe wordes 
containe the firſt of theſe 
lawes: wherein we may ob- 
ſerue three points ; Moſes his 
preface to this law ; the lau 
it ſe]fe;and thereaſon there» 
of. | 
I. The preface; And the 
Lord ſaid in his heart: The ſe 
words muſt not be taken 
properly, for God hath not 
an heart as man hath, neither 
ſpeaketh he as man doth; but 
hereby is meant, that Cod de- 
termi» 
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Imagmations. : 


y termined and ſer doune with 


himſelfe this law and decree. 
In this phraſe of ſpeech, 
note this one thing: It ic had 
pleaſed him, God could haue 
tpoken to man by a voice, the 
hearing whereof would haue 
confounded him: hut as here 
we ſee, he doth abaſe him- 
felfe, and as it were lay aſide 
his honour and might, and 
ſpeaketh vnto vs after the 
manner of men, euen to the 
capacitie of the moſt ſimple. 
Which teacheth vs, that it is 
the good will and plea ſure of 
Cod, that not onely the lear- 
ned, bur euen the vnletterec 
and moſt ignorant ſhould 
knowe and vnderſtand the 
holy Scripture : for els he 
would neuer haue penned 
them in a phraſe & ſtyle that 
doth ſo well accord to the 
capacitie 


2 — 


4 Mam naturall 


capacitie of the ſimple. 

II. Point. The decree it 
ſelfe: will henceforth curſe the 
ground no more for mans cauſe , 
This is the peremptorie laue 
of God touching the reſtau- 
ration of nature: whercin are 
contained two things: firſt 
what God hath done:1econd- 
ly, what God wi'l not doc 
hercafter. The thing that God 
hath done is, the cur/img of the 
earth: for lie ſaith, IA curſẽ 
PT more: implying that he once 
curſed it. 

In this obſetue, that God 
may truly be ſaid to be a 
cauſe of curſes, and to curle 
his creatures: not onely for 
that he doth ordaine and de- 
cree all curſes, but allo be- 
cauſe he inflicteth them vpon 
the creatures: yet fo as the 
ſame is alwaies moſt juſtly 


dceſer- 


a A. 


X „ 
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( 
\ 


Imag rations. F 
deſerued by finne, before it 
be inflicted of the Lord. And 
ſa mutt Gods curſing of the 
earth be vnderſtood in this 
place, as a, fruit of his wrath 
for the ſinne of mau: accor- 
dingly God is ſaid directly to 


"create euill, becauſe M hat- 216 455. 
ſoeuer afflictions, curſes, and 


puniſhments are in the world, 
they are ordained and infli- 
Qted by God ypon the crea- 
eures for the ſinne of man. 
This plainly confuteth the 
common opinion of igno- 
rant people, who hold that all 
good things, as peace, wealth, 
oy, and felicitie, come from 
God: but all euill, as afflicti- 
on, calamitie, curſes, & iudge- 
ments, come fromthe deuill, 
and God onely ſuffe reth the. 
This is a moſt erroneous and 
blind conceipt, which filleth 
many 


— —— — 


b. Sa. 16.10 


cGen.45.5, 
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many a ſoule with much an- 
guiſh and impatience: for 
what couiſort can he haue in 
the time of trouble, that is 
perſwaded it commeth whol- 
ly from the deuill, and the 
hand of God is not thercin? 
We therefore mult Jearne to 
reforme this opinion, aud 
know that — „and trou- 
bles come from God. This 
David knew well, and there- 
forewhen Shemi curled him, 
and railed on him, hc torbad 
Abiſhai to touch him be- 
cauſe (faith he) "» hat if (or, i 
may be )God hath bid him curſe 
Dawi4 : ſo Ioſeph telleth his 
brethren, who moſt — 
rouſly fold him into wy 2/ 
that © che Lordſent him 
them. 

Secondly , bere conſider 
the impulſiue cauſe that mo- 

| ued 


k 
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Imagination; 7 


ned God to curſe the earth 
by a flood : it was nor in the 
earth, but in men-I wil hence- 
forth curfe the earth no more 
for man, that is, for mans 
ſinnes. In the newe Teſtament 
there are two eſpeciall ſinnes 
recorded for which God ſent 
this curſe : firſt, carnal ſacuri- 
tie. They were choaked with 
worldly cares, and drowned 
in carthly pleaſures:in the dates 
of Noah they did eat, and drinke, 
marrie, and gme in marriige, 
Matth. 24. 38. Secondly , the 
contempt of the Goſtell in the 
miniſteric of Noah, who 
preached an hundred and 
ewentie yeares vnto them, 
while the Arke was in buil- 


ding, but they were diſobe- d. Pet. 3. 10. 


dient, as (S. Peter ſaith, follow - 
ing their owne pleaſures and 
delights . Whereby it ap- 
peares 


8 Man natura! 


peares that theſe two finnes, 
Securitie, and contempt of the 
Goſpel,, are moſt grieuous 
ſinnes: for theſe brought de- 


- firuction not onely vpon all 


mankind ( Noah and his fami- 
lie excepted) but euen vp- 
on all creatures that hued by 
breath, 

Now looke as theſe ſinnes 
wereinthe old world, euen 
ſo are they rife in this laſt 
age;according tu the prophe- 
cie of our ſauiour Chrift, ©. 
it was in the daies of No ih, ſo 
ſhall a bee m the dates of the ſon 
of m:n: and as this is the ſtate 
of the whole world, ſoit is 
the ſtate of ti is our Church; 
moſt men are drowned in 
the pleaſures of this world, & 
choked with the cares there - 
of: for howſocuer they will 


heare the Goſpell preached 
yet, 


nt — mar — 


Imaginations, 9 


yet few apply their hearts to 
belccue the ſame , ſhewing 
forth the power tl:crof by re- 
pentãce frõ dead works, & a- 
mendment of life in neu o. 
bedience. Put we muſt know, 
that if theſe two fins brought 
a curſe, euen deſtruction vpon 
the old world, then no doubt 
they will bring a fearfull 
curſe ypon this age, though 
not by water, yet ſome other 
way that ſhall countervaile 
the flood, and therefore we 
muſt lay theſe things to ous 
hearts, that vnles we abandon 
ſecuritie, and workdly luftes 
and withall doe repent and 
belceue at che preaching of 
the goſpel), weſhall ſce that 
gods heauie curſe will fall 

on vs; for if we match the 

d world in ſinne, wee muſt 
not looke to come behinde 
them 


” — 


10 Man natural 


them in judgements, 

The ſecond thing in this 
decree is, what God will not 
doe hereafter, Namely : curſe 
the earth any more: this mult 
be ynderſtood of that parti- 
cular curſe, which the Lord 
laide on the earth by wa- 
ters, when he drowned the 
world:for the generall curſes 
that were laid vpõ theground, 
and on mankind for Adams 
ſinne, remaine till, and ſhall 
not be taken quite away till 
the end of the world : ſo that 
the meaning of this lawe is, 


that the Lord will no more 


drowne the whole earth for 
the ſinne of man by a flood. 
Here then wee ſee the cauſe 
why the ſea being as raging 
= ſtirring as euer it was, 
doth notwithſtanding keepe 
it ſelfe within it boundes, and 
nor 


* 
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Imagination. 11 
not ouerflow the world:and 
why the clowdes beeing as 
full of water, as cuer 
they were doe not powre 
downe more floods vpon the 
earth to deſtroy it. Surely it 
is by vertue of this particulat 
laue, and decree of God, 
whereunto the ſea and clowds 
become obedient, / will hence- 
forth curſe the earth' no more. 
And here we haue juſt occaſi- 


on to take knowledge and 
vyvei ofourowne wretched 


and damnable eſtate how we 


* are{old ynderfinnes for how- 


ſoeuer we were treated bleſ- 
ſed, and -happie, yet by our 
fall in Adam we are become 
far worſe then any earthly 
creature;for each creature in 
his kind, as the ſunne , the 
moone, and ſtartes, the ſea, & 
cloudes,& all other obey the 


com- 


12 Man natd. 


commande ment of God: but 
man of all creatures hauing 
lawes giuen him of God to 


keepe, rebelleth in breaking 


/ 


* 


the ſame, and to him it is. | 


meate add driake by nature 
to Jiue in the trauſgieſſion of 
gods commandements: Thus 
by comparing our {clues with 
the brute creatures, we may 
learne to humble our ſelues, 
and to be abaſhed When we 
ſee them which were made 
to ſetue vs, to goe before. ys 
in obeditnce tothe law es of 
Our cremor - 5 36 
III. Point. Thereaſon of 
gods decree, in theſe words; 
for the Imagmation of ment 
beart is cuil, een from his youth, 
At the firſt this reaſon, may 
ſeeme very ſtrauge, that God 
ſhould no mote curſe the 
earth for man, becauſe the J. 


moginati- 


þ 


Lee BL r I WB 


* 


gat. 13 


magination of his heart is 
euill; In all likelihood God 
ſhould haue ſaide the contra- 
rie,{ l curſe the earth be- 
canſe the Imaginatians of mans 
heart are cuil; for ſo he ſaith. 
Chap.6.verſ'5.6.that ſeeing ali 
the [magmations of the hou br. 
of mans bea were onely ev! 
-ontinwally, therefore bee woula 
* the man from the care b, 
from man to beaſt, n 
creeping thing:Howe can both 
theſe {tand together ? An. 
Thus ; In thefixt chaprer the 
Lord (air! ith. he wil 2xce ceſtroy 
the world by water, bec aulc 
ot the wickednes of the irnz- 
Zinations of mant heart: anc 
re he aich, bc will not PYOCEE./ 
20 cur JF one earth agame ard A. 
gan by the lame puniſh» 
ment, becaute the Imagina- 
"ons of mans heart arecuill, 
31 zue 
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even from his youth; as if hee 
ſhou'd ſay, I haue once drow. 
ned the worlde for the wick- 
ednes of mans inventions, 


but if I ſhould thus proceede 


to deale with man according 


to the wicked imagination 
of his heart, I muſt bring eue- 
ry yeare a new flood vpõ the 
earth, "becauſe I ſee the frame 
of mans heart is cuill continu- 
ally. 

Here then obſerue, that 
God in the preſernation of 
mankind doth temper and 
moderate his iuſtice by mer- 
cic :for if he ſhould deale ac- 
cording to mans deſerts }.ce 
ſhould every day bring cur- 
ſes vpon him; yea, ſo ſoone 
23 a man is borne hee ſhould 
be deſtroyed; but God dea- 
leth not ſo rigoroully , hee 
mingleth mercy with iuſtice, 
whereby 


— 


[mag inations, 15 
whereby the whole frame of 
heauen and earth, the ſtate of 
mau and all ſocieties doe 
ſtand: That which Habacuke 
prayed for, In iffce , of Haba 
wrath remember mercie, the 
Lord hath performed euer 
fince the flood, yea fince the 
fall of Adam. 

There bee three great and 
weightic cauſes, which moo- 
ued Cod to temper juſtice 
with mercie for the preſerua- 
tion of mankinde and other 
creatures:firſt that hereby hee 
might ſbew his patience & long 


ſuffering towards the veſſeils of bRew. 9.12, 


wrath, (as the Apoſtle ® ſpea- 
keth) that is, towards ſuch as 
will not repent, that at the 
laſt day they may bee moſt 
juſtly condemned : Secondly, 
that there may bee a compa- 
nie of men vpon earth which 
may worſhipe God; for God 

B 2 hach 
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hath ſpeciall care of his one 
2 among men, and there- 
ore tempers juſtice with 
mercie in their preſeruation, 
that they might gloriſie him: 
Pal. 130. ver. 4. chere i mey- 
c. or pardom with thee , that 
bau mas/t bee feared; that is, 
wheras (oh Lord)thou migh- 
teſt in juſtice throwe all men 
to hell ſuddenly, yet in mer- 
cie thou pardoneſt the ſinnes 
of ſome, tor this end that th 
might worſhip thee : fearebe- 
ing put for worſhip and obe- 
dience. Thirdly, and princi- 
pally, that the ele, and cho- 
ſen of God might bee gathe- 
red ; for Godin his eternall 
counſell, and decree hath ap- 
pointed and ſet downe a cer- 
taine number of men vnto 
whom hee will giue etetnall 
life, and for their cauſe do th 
hee 


igen, 17 
hee ſpare the whole worlde 
from daylic deſtruction: but 
when that number ſhall bee 
accompliſhed, then ſhall hea- 
ven, and earth goe together, 
and the worlde ſhall bee no 
more. 

And here by the way, this 
third cauſe of the continuance 
of nature, muſt teach vs our 
dutic ; ro wit, that ſeeing it 
pleaſeth God in mercie to 
giue vs liberty to liue a ſpace 
of time in this worlde, ſome 
twentie, ſome thirtie , forme 
fourtie or fiftie yearcs , and 
that for this ende that hcerein 
wee might bee fitted tor his 
kingdome, when as in the 
rigour of his iuſtic e hee might 
haue caſt vs to hell in our 
mothers wombe, or ſo ſoone 
as we were borne, wee there- 
fore muſt bee carctull nor to 
B 3 deipiſc 


„Pet. 3.15. 


18 Mat natmrall 

deſpiſe this long- ſuffering & 
patience of God, but rather 
labour in the feare of God, 
that it may become ſa/vats- 


n vnto vs, by our conſciona- 


ble endeauour in all ſuch 
meanes vnto the ende, as hee 
hath ſanctiſied for the wor- 
king of the graces of life in 
the hearts of his children, 
And thus much for the rea- 
ſon in generall, 


CHAP, II. 
Sect. 1. The illneſſe of m tus n. 
turall cop itations. 


— wee may the better 
perceive in this reaſon 
the ſtate of man in reſpect of 
his naturall Imaginations, the 
words are more particularly 
to be vnfolded. For the Imagi- 
vations of mans beart, &e. The 
hear 


1 


_ the middle thereof. Heere itis %% 


Im +ginctions, 19 
heart in Scripture is taken | 
ſundrie waies: ſometimes for Þ 
that fleſhie part of man in tbe 
middle of the bodie, which ien 
the ſountaine of vitall blood: 
ſometime, for the ſoule f 
man: ſometime, for the facul- X : 
ties of the ſoule: and ſome- *. 
time for the middle of aux 
thing, as ( tbe beart of the ſea, 

© the heart of the earth, that is. 


* Mat. 13-44 


taken for the wnderſtanding 

facwitie of the ſoule, whereby 

man vſeth reaſon : which 8. 

Paule calleth * rhe ſpirit of the 

munde. 14 ph 4 37 
By Imaginations, hee mea- 

neth the frame, or framing of 

the heart. And this is taken 

two waies : of ſome , ſot the 

naturall diſpoſition of the yn- 

derſtanding after the fall of 

man:of others, for that which 

B4 the 


— 


— 
— 


— - — 
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the minde aud vnderſtanding 


by thinking frameth, plot- 
teth, and deuiſeth; that is, ſot 
the effect thereof. Wee may 
take it both waies, yet Ira- 
ther approoue the latter: for 
Chap.6.5. the Lord ſaith, Hee 
wil once deſtroy all fleſh; and |} 
giueth this reaſon, for bs 
frame and thought man- 
beart it euill cantinuaiiy. Where 
ns by —— or Imagination: 
cannothing elſe bee meant. | 
but that which is deviſed 
and plotted in the thoughtes | 
of mans heert: fo Salomon 
| {ſpeaking of an heart» hich 
i Ged bateth, faith, it cs framing 
| or thinking thoughtes of wi ked- 
| ves. Proy.6.18. 
By int heart, we mull not 
ynderftand the heart of ſome 
articular perſons, as of thoſe 
Hat l' ved in the old world a- 
lone, 


* 
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lone, but of all men general- 
ly : wax becing put for whole 
mankind. 

I euill, that is, N imapineth, 
and thinketh that which is a- 
gainſt the lawe of Cod :From 
hi, childhood ; that is, ſo loonc 
as he beginneth to thinke , to 
reaſon or conceme of any 
thing, ſo ſoone doth hee ma- 
gine & conc eiue that which 
is euill:to that the whole 
meaning is this, - 7 be minde & 
wnder/t.:ndng part of man 1s 
naturally ſo corrupt, that ſe ſore 
as he can wſe reaſon: he doth na- 
thing but imagine that n hich « 
wiched, and ag-tnſt the lawe of 
God, The words thus cxpla- 
ned containe m them two 
maine points touching the 
frame of mans heart by na- 
ture. The firſt is this; 

The mg. ti and cauct ice 


By of 


1 


Tu 115. 


d. Cor 3.5. 


—— 
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oF enery mas is natirally cuil. 
This appeareth not onely 
in this place , but elſe where. 


Rom. 8. 5. The wiſdome of the 


fleſb is (not an enemie, but 


enwnitie againſt Gad. Againe, 
ſuch as the fountaine is, ſuch 
are the ſtreames that flowe 
thence ; But our minde and 
vnderſtanding the fountaine 
of our thoughts, is by nature 
ſmnfull; 5 To the impure their 
mim les, and con(ciences are defi- 
led; And againe, “ of our ſelues 
we are nor able to thinkg 4. good 
thong n; and therefore the 
thoughtes that come from 
thence muſt needes alſo bee 
corrupt Mans imagination 
ſtands in thoughts; the vn- 
derſtanding deviſeth by thin- 
king: And rheſe thoughts of 


1k ez . the Imagination are all natu- 


rally wicked: | from the beart: 
| (ſaith 


— —— — — — 
- 


. * oy ” 
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(faith Chriſt) proceede cv 
thoughts:and Salomon ſaith, the 
thoughts of the wicked (as ail 
men are by nature) are an ab. 
hom nation to the Lord, 


Ject. 2. Hare the nar all 
thoughtrof. man may 
le bnowne. 

Secing that natural! lma- 
gination is practiſed by cuil 
thoughtes, wee wuft ſome- 
thing conſider of the natural 
thoughts of man: And herein 
handle theſe tuo poynts: 
F rſt, whether the thoughtes 
of man may bee knowne; ſe- 
condly, What the natutall 
thoughts of man be. 

For the firſt ; there arc 
two Waies to knowe mans 
thoughts: eicher direct'y with» 
out meanes, or indirectly by 
meanes, The firſt way is pro- 


per 


To MH 194 mirierall 

der to God alone: for no 

reature in heauen vor carth 
can immedietely and directly 
xnow the thoughts of man: 
*his Salomon confefieth in 
his notable praier to God, 1. 
ing. 8. 39. I bas onely knoweſt 
e thowohts of all the children 
men. Jerem. 1 7*0. The heart 
i deceitfoll ara n tched abone «ll 
hingen ho can know it? ver. 10. 
{ the Lord ſearch the heurt, and 
nie the reines. 

The ſecond way to knowe 
mens thoughts is jadircetly, 
and by meanes : which be 
three, by iuſtinct from God; 
by revelation fromthe Scrip- 
enre;and by ſignes. Full, by an 
extraordinarie inſtinct: ſo did 
©. Eliſha diſcloſe the king of Sy- 
ri counſel | ts the king of I 
raell:and by the fame meanes, 
he tolde bis ſeruant Cees. 
8 v bat 
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what he did behind his back, 
when he tooke gifts of N. 
man the rium. And ſo did 
mn Petey tell inanias and Sas 3444 
phyra of their falſe conuey- 

ances with the money that 

they rooke for their poſſeſſi- 

on. And yet here we muſt vn- 

deiſtand that when God re- 

uealed theſe ſecret thoughts 

to ui en, it was onely in ſome 

things at ſome times, and fot 

ſome ſpeciall cauſes : where- 

vpon N.th.m was fainc to re- 

noke lis counſell, which hee 

gaue to Dad for the buil- 

q ing of the houſe ot God, 

„» when hc knew the will of ut. Chros. q 
God more perfectly. And 3 

was Elias dec eiued, when he 

{aid he was left alone, of all I 

rae! that ſerned God:tor o G 

told hmm hee had reſerned 1Aing- 4p. 7 
ſenen thouſand, that never bow- 
74 


— — 
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ed the knee tos Baal, hich Eli- 
as knew not. Secondly, mens 
thoughts may be known by 
Revelation from Scripture: for 
therin that ſpirit {pcaketh e- 
uidently which kuoweth the 
frame of the heart: and hence 
it is, that in the miniſterie of 
this word the thaughteof nau. 
mer, are made marife/}. 1. 
Corint. 4.25. Hurdly, mans 
thoughts are knowre b 
ſigner; as ſpeeches, and acti- 
ons: thus Peter knew the ® 
heart of Simon Magus; and 
Paul the heart ? of Elimas. 
And thus may any mi know 
the thoughts of another, cuẽ 
as he may know the tree by 
hus fruit,and the fountain by 
his ftreame, 
Beſides theſe three arc two 
uthcr meanes added where- 
by to know mens thoughts: 
one 


Ea 96” ͤ —äd——. 
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one by the Papiſts, and an 
other by the Aftrologians. 
The Papitts ſay, the Saints in 
he aut᷑ know mens thoughts, 
not directly of — 
but by refſectiõ in the glaſſe 
of the Trintie. But this is 2 
meere forgery of their own, 
which /ſaia neuer knew, ſay- 
ing thus of the Saints depar- 
ted o Abra im is ignorant of 


v1,and Iſrae! kn eth vs not, tt 64.46. 
er thow Lord art our redeemer, PR 10 


And the Saints vnder the al- 
tar crie, FHow /ong Lord, bow 
long wilt thou not . and a+ 
wenge eur blood on them that 
an ell on the earth? giving vs 
to vnderſtand- that they are 
not ſo ſharpe ſighred , as by 
the glaſſe of the Trinitie to 
ſee into the day of rhe laſt 
ludgement, and therfore not 
into the thoughts of mens 

hearts. 
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hearts. So that there are onc- 
ly three waies to know the 
thoughts of men: and ſo they 
may be knownc, 


CHAP. III. 
Of man natal choughis 
concerting God. 


Auiug found chat the 

thoughts of man may 
be knowne; we come now 
to {ec what be the naturallco- 
gitations of cucric finfull 
man. Although they be al- 
moſt infinite in themſelues, 
yet they may be reduced to 
three heads. They either con- 
ceru Cod, or a mans neighbour, 
or cls,4 mans ue ſc/fe. 


Of this thong ht;There Pe 
Gad. ä 


Touch - 


Rh 
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Touehing God, there be in 
man foure capitall cuil! 
thoughts. Firſt, Ibu there « 
wo God: which as tt is fiſt in 
order, ſo it is the moſt noto- 
rious , and vile damnable 
thought that can be in a na- 
turall man, And that this is 
one of the thoughts of man 
naturally, appeareth by the 
expreſſe teſtimonie of God 
humſelfe , who knowerth the 


thoughts of man better then te 


man doth. * The nicked this 


beth alrarer there is no God. Wh. 144 


And againe, e foole hath 
Crd in bis beet . there ir wo 
Cad. 

Touching this thought , 
obſcrue theſe foure points. 
Firft, in whomeir is: Sccond- 
7 how a man by thinking 

ould denie God : Thirdly , 
what is the fruit of this 
thought 


— 2 


1. In whome 
this thought 


Is. 


iOfabrg. 


* Palais, 


Rom. 3. 
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thought, and 74 the 
cxan ina ion of our ncearts 
touching this thought. 

For the firſt: we muſt not 
thinke that this wicked 
thought is onely in ſome no- 
tot ious and hainous ſinners; 
but it is in the corrupt minde 
and Imagination of euery 
man that commeth ofAdã 
naturally, not one excepted, 
ſaue Chriſt alone: ſo the fe 
of whome David * foraket 
mult be taken, not for ſome 
ſpeciall finner, but fer every 
man that liueth yncalled & 
without repentance, how ci- 
aill jo euer his life be other 
waies; though ſcme ſhame 
reftraine his tongue from vt- 
tering it, yet by nature his 
corrupt keart is prone to 
thinke there is no God This is 
madecuider by S. Puh 


going 


— —  — —_ 


whereby he 8! 
derſtand, chat 
u 


4 chinke there ho 


Mow a min 
by thinking 
denics God. 


1 Ls. 
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came by Adams fall, thinks 
there is no God: ſor tu o con- 
trarics beeing not in the 
higheſt degre, may be in one 
andthe ſame ſubiect: as light 
and darkeneſſe in the ſame 
houſe: heate, and cold in the 
ſame body. 

II. Point Howe doth a 
man by thinking denie God 
in his heart? Anſ. Two waics 
firſt, by turning the true God 
into an idol of mans braine: 
ſecondly , by placing ſome- 
what that is not God in the 
roome of the true God. For 
the firſt, the Imagination of 
euety man naturally, without 
further | light from che word 
of God, doth rurne the true 
God into an doll: and there- 
fore Paul faith of the Ga/ats- 
ant, that he fore their yocation, 
ther dil ſernice te them which 


N 
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were no gods ; and of the E- 
pheſians,#h.17 Y they were nu. 
wit God in the n od: euen be- 
cauſe they did not in their 
mindes conceive of Cod a- 
right ,and accordingly wor- 
(hip bim, though the wiſer 
ſort among them did ac- 
knowledge one God the 
creator of heauen and carth. 
And therefore David faith 
plainely, that * all the god; of the 
Gentiles are Idols, or Vanities: 
nay,as the Apoſtle fait , de- 
ill; 1, Cor. io. 20. That which 
the Gentiles ſacrifice , they ſacri- 
fice unto denills net wito God. 

Now mars mind curneth 
the truc God irto an Idoll, by 
three notorious thoughts , 
which are the toote of many 
damnable knnes im this life, 
firtt, by thinking that Gee « 
wor e places, where- 
| by 


yEph 3.45, 


al. 6.1. 
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bygod is robbed of his attri- 
bute of Ommni-preſece:for the 
true God being infinite mult 
be in all places;which when 
the heart of man denieth, it 
imagineth God to be ſuch a 
one as he is not, & ſo turneth 
him into an Idoll; and that 
man naturally thinketh thus 
of God the ſcripture is plain, 
Job. 2 2. 1 2. 13. wicked men 
are brought in ſpeaking of 
God,as though he — — 
vp in heauen, & had nothing 
to do in the world: zot God 
en bigh in the htanent and be- 
bold the height of the ſtarres 
bow high they are. How ſhould 
Goaknont can he indee, oc, 
ſothePſalmiſt expreſſeth the 
thoughts of the wicked in 
their practiſe of ſinne, 6 
hideth away his face, & wil ne- 
wer ſee: & the Lord ſhall not ſee. 
F ſal. 


, 
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Pſal.94.7.yca they who ſceke 
the deepe to hide their coun- 
ſell from the Lorde, whoſe 
workes are in darkenes, ſay, 
who ſeeth vi!nhe knoweth vs ? 
Iſay. 29.15. Secondly, by thin» 
king there ts no providence of 
Gol whereby hee orcereth and 
diſpoſeth all thinges in the 
world particularly: That this 
is an other naturall thought 
the Pſalmiſt ſhew eth plainly, 
bringing in the wicked man, 
ſaying thus of God, God 
hath forvottew , be hidech hir 
face, and he ſhall not ſee. And 
the prophet Zephanie bring- 
eth in the finner ſpeaking 
thus of God, that he doth mei- 
they good, or cuil. Thirdly, by 
thinking there is ns ufſtice in 
God; this is done when men 
Imagin with themſelues, that 
albeit they proceede in the 
Pra- 


Plalie 4 
16.3. 
„ 
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practiſe of ſinne, yet God will 
not puniſh them according 
to the threatningot his word; 
If we doubt whether ſuch an 
Imagination be in mans heart 
read Deut. 29. 19, 20. where 
Moſes directly forbiddeth the 
people to ſay intheir hearts. 
I ſball hawe pe ice though I walks 
im the ſtubbornes of my heart; 
this is that & bleſſing of a man! 
ſelfe in ſine , which Dama 
chargeth vpon the comerons, and 
wiched. Thus they ſinne chat 
far away the etu day ; ard 
ſay, the cl ſhall not come. 
Hereby God is robbed of his 
luſtice,and made a God all of 
mercic ſuch 2 one as will no: 
puniſh fiane, and ſo indeed is 
made an Idoll of mans brain. 
The ſecond way whereby : 
man denyerh god in thought 
is by placing in the roome "of 


the 
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che true God, an Idoll of his 
ling owne braine: This mei doe; 
rd; by thinking ſome other thing 
an pbeſide the true God to bee 
art their chie ſeſt good e thus vo- 
ere luptuous men make ' their k colot 3. . 
he bellie their God't and couetous 


i Phil.y.19, 


* men make ober ther Go by 
bs acing;their felicitic in plea- 
2 ure, and intiches2 for looke 
2 what 2 inan thinketh to bee 
4 the belt thing ia the wovide 
/ G&» forhin, chat, is. his GOD, 


chotgh ir bee the. Ge vill bim- 
ſcife,” or any other creature. 
Andfor this cauſe is the de- 
vill called be Gf the world, 1 Cor 
becaue the menof this work! 
wdge:tbciniowne: courſes, 
wheria they ſerue che deuill, 
the beſt thing in the worlde 
for them, yea farre better then 
theferuice of god, & therfore 
giuc their heares thereto : for 
u. C. fection 


- 
———ñ̃ q —————— _ 


? The fruit of 
| this thought. 
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affeRion followeth opinion, 
&xhhr which a man affedeth 
moſt; hee muſt needes thinke 
beſt of; and therefore what 
a man affecteth molt, that 
maketh hee to become his 
God, fo that iudging other 
chivgs behdeeherrue God to 
be beftfor him, he muſt needs 
place thẽ in the roome of the 
true Cod, & ſo in his imagi- 
nation denie Go. 

IU Pur. Whit is the 
fruite of this ':thought: ſot 
thereby wee ſhall be judge, 
what a curſed thing this is, ts 
thinbe there 15: no» God: This 
thought bringeth ßortck che 
molt notorioin fins that can 
be, euẽ Athens it ſelſtʒw hich 
is a ſinne whereby men ſun- 
drie Maies deny God: Aud it 
is two- fold, either in b 


ot in iudgement, | 
Ale 


| and yet 
t hue u the 


h are {ouly 
This A- 
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and other delightes and not 
ſeeking or fearing Cod: and 
this is the Gnne of the richer 
fort in this age: : Witchcraft or 
Magicke is that ſinne herby 
men renounce the true Gol 
and bcrake themſelues te the 
aide, counſell, & helpe of the 
deuill, either by himſelfe, or 
urbis inftruments : This is a 
large ſinne, and a great part 
of Atheiſme, and many are 
taynted with this ſinne, cither 
becauſe they are praftiſio- 
ners of witchcraft, or elſe doe 
ſeeke helpe of ſuch. 

Acheiſme in iudgement i is 
chat ſinne, whereby in opini- 
on and perſwaſien of heart 
men denie God, And this 
likewiſe hath three degrees: 
ſuſt, when men hold and ac- 
cordiwgly worſhippe the truc 
Cod, creator of heauen and 


earth, 


5 


FIT 


\ Ca. 
phet, a 
P 


che tri- 


d out © 
{go 


h no- 
rchippet 
o 


n lohn. 4.22. 


44 Mams nana! 
Atherime:for how ſocuet they 
hold one God, and acknow- 
ledge the. bookes of the olde 
Teſtament for the Scriptures 
of God, yet thty worſhipnot 
that God m Chriſt, and ſo iu- 
Head of the true God, frame 
an Idoll in their owne- brair;; 
for as Chriſt w ſaith; wboſorner 
denieth the lonne the fame hath 


nat the father, fo that they 
wanting Chriſt, and by con. 
ſequent the father alſo, in- 
deed and truly haue no God ; 
but as Ctiriſt conld rhe Sama. 
ritans they wor/lip they kyove 
not what. 

Thirdly the Religion of the 
Papi at this day is a part of 
Achieifmerwe muſt iadeed di- 
ſtiuguiſh n from the two for. 
mer: for in worderhey at- 
knowledge the Trinitie in y- 
nie, and ynitie in Trinitie, d 

_ | their 


Imrgmations. 4x 
their doctrine of che vnion of 
Chriſts two - natures in one 

erſon, is according to 
{criþture: Bur yet if we marke 
the drift, and ſequele of their 
goctriue in other points, Wee 
Gall” find it to bet cloſe A- 
theiſme: As may bee prooved 
by ewo reaſons :firſt becauſe 


iafinice in Juſtice,and mercre; 
Bur actording to the doctrine 
of che Papiſts, God is not infi- 
nite in Juſtice, & mercie: 

therefore to them 13 not the 
nue God: for firſt, Gorls 
luſtice Jecording to chem 8 


| 00 6a 


not infinite 2 for they teach 
chat a man by his owre Pro- », Je penis. 
workes of penance(which 7: 


i Rellar. Libs 


a nem. Wm 40 


— 


— 
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_ dae condly. theꝝ make thob u 


Kos. 16 


of Gd imprriect by pet 
cing vp the ſame with mans 
merits in the worke of Re- 
demption »tor Gods mercie 
is either arp. way mercie. 
or no melde, as PA 
ſait b., iu brave h i 
vo more of vues, or elſe were 
grarr v0 mare race, antiafurbee 
of worke nit 1 mon grace n 
elſe were wert, 0 
Secondly the Chriſt ol te 
— iſts is 2 falſe Chriſt; — 
appeare aine reaſon 
out — . — for firtt 
they ſpaile Chriſtafdus ttue 
manhood by their doctruie 
real preſenee, herein they 
hould that Chriſts body 1s not 
onely in heauen, but realſy & 
ſubſtantialliy in ul phces; 
— oſ the nuſſe 


is offered, thus they mae it 


amnipotent, 
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alwaies preſent with his 
Church, Aath. 28. 20. And 
therefore the Pope by his 
claime muſk needes artiſt 
Chriſt out of his office. Se- 
condly, from his pri fly office, 
which conſiſteth in ſatisfacti- 


' bRhemos ON, and interceſſion: Chriſts 


— —_ ſetisſaction they nulliſie hy * 
ioyning therewith the ſatiſ⸗ 
faction of mens workes , 1 
thereby they make it impe; 


fea; And they robbe hm ot 


ep hem on 3. Ns interceſſion Þþy © commu: 


Cl. ſcd.; nicatingthe {ame to Saintes ; 


yea, they exalt the ven 
Marie far al oue Chi iſt in this 
worke , for they praic her zo 


ane the Father, to commune 


we Marte, ; Cir Der ſenne by the diger 
of a Mer fülle thus and thus, 

or them , and ſo make Chriſt 

her ynderling. Thirdly, from 

hjs prophe ticall office , by — 

ing 


"1 


d e . 49 
e ja ballble 


ies 8 


yowngys rath 
aanc ent ee 0” 
P in dot. ſup» 


to ee 
7 hriſtian religion from 
opt then Pes Boll er 


2 
aA 


N not the father N 
opiſh te ien V antng t 
7 Farber an the ſonne, cannot 
. bee a ttue religion, dun weete 
neiſme 1 judge ⸗ 
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ſhipping the, ſonne, and the 
moone, and the ſtatres or o- 
ther creatures. | 
The third degree is, when 
a man. doth ayouch, hould & 
maintaine that there is no 
God atall; this is the higheſt 
degree of Atheiſme and the 
moſt notorious ſinne that can 
bee, and all ſuch perſons as 
maintain this curſed thought, 
are vnworthie the common 


breath of men : for if that 


man ſhall die the death, and 
that worthilie, who thall a- 
youch his lawful! prince to be 
20-prince, howe much more 
ought hee to die the death, 
though, hee hag, 3 thouſand 
lives that hall affirme the true 
God „to bee-na God ? Thus 
wee (ce the ſtuites gf this cuil 
thought whereby .the hay- 
nouſnes of it doth plainly ap- 
peare. 


— — — — — —— — 
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IV. Poene. The examination 
of our one hearts touching 
boy thought whether it may 


e found among 55 ot not: thought, 


daubtles every ,o0e will la- 
hour to cleare himſelfe here- 
of And the reaſon whereyith 
many doe ſooth vp them- 
ſelues is this, becauſe they ne- 
yer felt in themſelues any 
ſuch conceits as this , that 
there is wo Gad But wee may 
eafily deceiue our ſelues here- 
in „ for a man cannot al- 
waies diſcerne hat bee che 
thoughts of his oe heart: 
There be in man two kinds of 
cogitations, or 25 one may ſay 
reaſons:the firlt is a ſingle co- 
gitation, hereby a man fim. 
ply thinketh, or an or 
iudgeth this or that; and this 
is properly called the ward : 

The 


(4 et 


Ihe other is a reflex cogiraris 


or reaſon, whereby 'a man 
judgeth that he knowerh or 
thinketh this or that; and it is 


” Commonly ralled Conſcience, 


Now ine Adams fall ', the 
conſcience is corrupt by ori- 
ginall ſinne, as be all other 
powers of mans ſoule; whece 
it commeth to paſſe, that con- 
ſcience can not doe his dutie 
in giuing true teſtimonic con- 
cerning mans Imaginarions: 
but a man may thinke cuill, 
aud yet his conſcience not 
tell him: and therefore wee 
may nor ſay,becauſe weefecle. 
not theſe cuill thoughts in 
vs ; therefore we haue them 
not. or we are free from them. 
But that we may the bet- 
ter examine our hearts , wee 
muſt come to the 'fignes 
whereby this cuill thought 15 
beſt 


Ineaginations. 19 
beſt diſcerned. ' David in the 


14, Pfalme ſettech downe 
three fignes hereof: fwlt, 4/4 


dfordered life:lecondly, * not 193 4- 


callmg on the name of God by 
praier; thirdly ,\romemwing of 
them that put their tr in God . 
Looke where theſe are to 
be found,there is this cuill 
thought, That there is u Cod. 
Nove if wee examine our 
ſelucs by theſe ſignes, we thall 
finde this wicked thought to- 
be amonſſ vs: for ſuſt, many 
adte de are Content to heore 
(Gods word ; but Ghere s 
that man that reformeth his 
ie according to that he bes- 
reth?Certen it is, #s cheir con- 
ſc ience can vnneſſe, fer turn © 
rnto God vnſainedly, ſewe 
doe breake of their courſe in 
inning , Nowthis vnrefor- 
med life iz awinfatlible token 
; of 


* 
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of this damnable thought. 

Secondly, the exerciſe of 
praicr and inuocatios on the 
name of Cod, is tate among 
men: no doubt many a touch- 
ed heart doth euery day 
vnfainedly call on God for 
grace. but yet generally this is 
true men goe onfrom day 
to day, and from yeare to 
yeare , and neuer pray vnto 
God for ſupply of grace. In- 
deede men plead for them- 
ſelues, that they vſe to pray: 
for they lay the Lords prayer : 
the Creede , and the renne Com- 
manndements : but wee mult 
know ; that witch many this 
practiſe is nothing, but a vaine 
repetition of words; for pray- 
ex is an action of the heart, 
and not the labour of the 
_ and lippes onely : ſo 
to ſay the Lords prayer is not 


to 


[ 
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to. pray, fot the words rhere- 
of may be repeated with the 
heart of an Atheiſt. 

And thirdly the contempt 
of them that put their truſt in 
God, is rife among vs : for 
who is ſo much ſcorned and 
reproched,- as be that makerh 
profeſſion of religion ? Now 
may that —_— be iuſtly 
taken vp by the ſeants of 
Goc, Iſang. A 8. Brbe/d; I, and 
the. childrew me the Lord 
hath ginen meave as ſig nes and 
wonders, And, He that refraines 
from chill, males himſelfe x pray: 
to tho euill tongue. Ha. c 9. 1 6. 
Vet let theſe ſcoffers know, 
what euer they be, that ſeedes. 
of Atheiſme doe poſſeſſe their 
1 eb: „ „ 222 

To. come yet mort parti 
cularly ca the triall * 
thought in our ſelues: e- 

| cuer 
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ene? denieth the pre ſewce of (t 
denieth — — 5 
ſcience anſwer, Whether we 
be not afraid to ſinne in the 
preſence of many mortal 
Men, and et m the preſenee 
of God dec make no bones 
thereof, ſo the cies of men be 
turned from vs. Now Mhat 
is this but either flatly to de- 
nie the preſence, of God, ot 
at leaſt to yeeld more feare 
and teuetence to men, then 
we doe vnto God? Againe 
what is the cauſe why men 
vie opprethon, and imuſtiee, 
deceiec, and lying in cheir 
woruly affaires? Is it not de- 
cauſe this thought of Athe- 
iſme doth ſſeſſe » rheir 
hearts , char God regardeth 
not theſe ourward things? 
Darſt men chrettzʒ⸗ ſtane 2 
gainft God in ſeeking cheſe 


Out- 
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ſings for nuu- 


— rah uſe if they did r 


IC knowing eucry good 85 

I come from s bountifi 

as hand? Laſtly» let the conſci 

s ence ſpcake, goth not 8 

de heart while thou goeſt on in 

ae Gnne,fay thus vnto thee, 

* umereis [wil bearrafter oe 
r and h i qe * - 

- | 4 06" - man gee ob- 

_ ſerue bis OWNE heart, he 

fande therin this vue thought, 

— which directiy ouerturns the 

— F jafimite iuſtice of God , ma- 

nf king hm 3 God all of mcrt- 

2 de, when as jndeede he 25 

* | wella God of Juſtice 39 © 

EY \ metcie y all which K 15 

512 y more then cuident, chat nat 

5 rally this vile thoug 

_ runnes in mans heat, is 
no God. Thy | 


| 
: 
8 ” + 
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Ve. Hereby then we muſk Þ 


learne to lee what vile, miſe- 
rable, and wretched ſinners 
we ate in our ſelues; though 


we had no actuall outward 
ſinnes „yet this damnable 
thought maketh vs accuſed: 


Beck ſ. 10. If a main*curſe the king in bis 


bart, the ſinne is ſo great, and 
hei nous that rhe faules of hea- 
wen cal deſc loſs it: How horri- 
ble then is this fion for a man 
in his thought to curſe God, 
the king — and Lord 
of Lords? This therefore mult 
humble ys in our ſelues before 
the Lord. 

Againe,hereby we muſt be 
admoniſhed to vſe all good 
meanes whereby wee may 
corre to ſe, and know not 
ouely the groſſe actuall ſinnes 
of our liues, but eſpecially this 
damnable thought of our 


heart: 


| 
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hearts; few there be that doe 
ſiee it, and therefore we mult 


be carneſt with our ſelues in 


. ſearchin gour one hearts, to 


{ find out this and ſuch like ab- 


hominations that bee in vs. 
And thus much tor the firſt 
euill thought. 


Sect. 2. 


Of this thought;The word 
of God i foolebrex. 


The ſecond damnable 
thought of mans nacurall 
heart concerning God,is this; 
The word of God 1 fooliſoneſſe. 
This thoug| t muſt principar 
Pl be vnderflood of the Go- 
pel,asS. Paul declareth, ſay- 


ing, It hath pleaſed God by the 
foeliſhnes ef preqehiing , to 2 b Cen 
! 
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them hat beleene : where hee 
calleth the Golpell of Chriſt 
fooliſt net, not that it was ſo in- 
deede, but becauſe the vncon- 
uerred © Corprthians , and 
orher Grecians, iudged the 
preaching of Chriſt crucified, 
the moſt foolih thing in all 
the world. And in the next 


7-7 chapter he faith, *The natural 


man, that is, he that is not eftc- 
ctually called, perceinerh rot 
the things of the ſtirir of God:c0 
vrit, thet a man muſt rcpent of 
his — , and beleeve in 
Chriſt forthe pardon of them, 
it he would be ſaued; they ate 
foolſhnes vnto bim. Nicode- 
mus anſwer to Chriſt maketh 
this pl ine, fob. 314; r 
regereration (v nhout whic 
Chriſt ſaid no may could en- 
tet into the kingdome of hea- 
ven) ro 6 ve Amr Mint ints 
2 


N 


0 


. 
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Peter ptophecieth, 5 who wait, © 


Perg. x After their luſti, and ſay i here tt 
the poly of his comming? 

e damnable — may ap- 

i peate bythe curſed fruits ther- 

* _ frſt , hence atiſeth that 

deuiliſh and carnall opinion 

of ſundric men, that chipke, 

and hold religion to be but h- 

mane policie to keepe menu awe, 

and ſo vic it as a poljticke de- 

viſe to exerciſe mens. bgaiues 

to keepe them ſcom ſediciom 


trechetie, and tebellionꝭ Se. 


> condly, hence ſprings all. A- 
poſtacie, and depatting from 
the faith ; The Galathiens 
Nerc a worthie Chuggh plan- 
ted bythe apoſtle Paul, yet 
even in his time they began 
to fall away to anotheg Goſ- 
rell, Which made bun to 
mamel; and the reaſun was 


this 


ow that this is a moſt 


p 


| 


* 
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4 this, they were not contented © Ot 1-4 


with thar ſimplicitie, which is in 
Chrift, but would ioyne with 
him, the obſeruatiou of legall 
ceremonies. The like we may 
ſay of thoſe famous Eaſterne 
Churches, as thoſe ſcauen 
Churches of Aſia, planted by 
the apoſtles; wherin the truth 
flouriſhed for a whilc,bur not 
long after the Apoſtles tines 
they fell into many damna- 
ble hereſies, as Arrianiſme, & 
ſuch like. Yea about fx hun- 
dred yeares after Chriſt, they 
embraced the damnable reli- 
gion of Mahomet . In the 
Welt partes alſo, were wor- 
thic, and famous Churches 
planted by che Apoltles, and 
their ſucceſſors, as in Italie, 
France, Germanic, Spaine, & 
England, x ho about the ſame 
time of b. hũdred yeaxes afrer 

| D Chriſt 


hath taig 
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Chriſt fell co Papilme, which 
ſpread it ſelſe ouer all Europe 
and further (ſome few Chur- 
ches of Greece excepted) In | 
which religion men abandon 
the Goſpel, of Chtiſt, and be- 
take themſelues to another 
Goſpell by adioyning tothe 
truth of Chriſt, their owne 
deuiſes: And this Papiſine, 

gned euer ſince, till 
now of late, & ſo hath Apo- 
ſtacie taken place in thoſe \ 
Churches which the Apoſties 
planted ; The cauſe — | 
was in the wicked and ſinne- 
full heart of man, judging the 
goſpell fooliſhnes, wherupon 
men were contented to yeilde 
themſelues to any other reli- 
gion, rather then to that ſim- 
plicitic of truth, which is in 

Chriſt Ieſus. We now in Eng- 

land by Gods ſpeciall mercie, 

hold 
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hold, and teach the word of 
God: but if God ſhould alter 
our rehgion with the times, 
the greateſt pare of men a- 
mong vs would forſake the 
truth, and cleaue to any other 
religion, and that only vpon 
this ground, . they 
judge the Goſpell fooliſh- 
nes: Let any man — vs 
broach an error, or hereſie, & 
it ſhall haue patrones at the 
firſt, be it neuer ſo vile and ab- 
ſurd, & proteRors afterward : 
When that brutiſh heteſie of 
the familze of lone tooke ſhip- 
ping in German ie, and ariued 
in England (though it bee an 
opinion voyde of common 
ſenſe) yet it had applauſe a- 
mongſt ys, and was receiued 
of many, and would haue 
ſpredde it ſelfe further if the 
preaching of the word , with 
D 2 the 


ExaTuinati- 


on for this 


thought. 
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the care of the Magiſtrate, F 


had not ſuppreſſed it. And 


the reaſon heereof is tl is; 
mans minde by nature is full 
of darknes; he cannot with. 
out Gods ſpeciall grace, per- 


kk. 


ceiue the things of God, and 


ſo he iudgeth the goſpell foo- 
liſhnes, aud embraceth error, 
rather then the truth, yea /- 
neth darkneſſe, rather then the 
light , becauſe bus deedes are e- 
#ll,loh. 3.19. 

For the examination of our 
hearts touching this badde 
thought; After due triall wee 
ſhall finde, that the mindes of 
moſt among vs, are poſſeſſed 
herewith : for we are indeede 
content to come into the aſ- 
ſemblics where God is wor- 
ſhipped ,. and we doe ſubmit 
our {clues to the miniſtetie of 
the worde to bee taught and 


inſtructed : Therein wee baue 


our 
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our owne perſonal ſinnes diſ- 
plaid, and reprooued , and 
ul! I withall very fearefull and ter- 
h. 4 rible curſes of the lawe de- 
* nounced againſt vs for the 
* ſame, both iudgmeutes in 
this life, iudgements in death, 


4 and alſo iudgements eternall 
- after this life : Nowe let the 
* conſcience anſwere, what is 
_ the cauſe when wee heare 


theſe things, that wee be not 

* mooued, why are not out 
hearts touched with greefe 
and ſadneſſe, when wee heare 

4 © Gods judgments due vnto vs 
,” forourſins daylie denounced 
. (4 againſt ys? Some indeed there 
bee whoſe hearts tremble at 
the worde, but {mall is that 
number: If a man tunne tho- 
rough the ſtreets, and crie 
fire, fire, our hearts are ſud- 
; de ſtroken with great 
4. D; teare 


a Lay. 30.33. 
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feare: but the miniſter of god, 
may ſtand and crie fire, foe, 
the fyre of hell which is 4 
kindled by the breath of the Lord 
like a riner of Brimſtone as the 
Prophet ſpeaketh, and yet 
mens hearts are nothin 

mooued : what is the — 
that we ſhould bee ſo affected 
wich the burning of an old 
houſe by temporall fyre, and 
be not affraid at the yoyce of 
God,which proclameth ynto 
vs cternall burning, with the 
fire of Gods wrath ? Surely 
the cauſe is this, our hearts 
are foreſtalled with this falſe 
imagination that the courſes of 
the lame are foohſhner, and that 
there bee no ſuch torments as 
the world denounceth; It will 
not ſinke into the heart of a 
naturall man that his ſinnes 
areſo heinous, and Gods 
indgements 


a 
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iudgements ſo terrible againſt 
them, as the worde maketh 
them : And till ſuch time as 
this damnable thought be ta- 
ken away , mens hearts will 
neuer bee touched with the 
threatnings of the law ; this is 
a barreto ſtoppe the way to 
all ſuch paſſions as the lavve 
would worke. 

Againe,when the miniſter 
of God ſpeaketh of the par- 
don of ſinne and of cternall 
life by Chriſt, who hath his 
heart — for ioy in re- 
gard of this ſaluationꝰ Though 
men be daily taught the doct- 
rine of ſaluation, yet who 
learneth the ſame ? Though 
men bee called ypon to co:ne 
into the kingdome ot heauen, 
yet fewe ſtrive to enter in: 
though wee bee daily exhor- 
ted to repent, yer fewe turne 


4 to 
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to the Lord all which bee 
branches of the Coſpell; but 
men beleeue them not, be- 
cauſe their hearts bee filled 
with this damnable thought, 
The Goſpel! of Chriſt is fooloſh= 
nes: When the lHraclites were 
reſtored from captiuitie in 
Babilon, it was as ® 4 drrame 
vnto them : nowe if that tem- 
porall deliverance ſeemed a 
dreame, what a dreame will 
this ſpiritual deliverance from 
the captiuitie of hell & death, 
to the libertic of the ſonnes of 
GOD in grace and glorie, 
ſceme to bc? And indeede to 
a naturall man it ſeemes foo- 
liſhnes that God ſhould be- 
come man, and that Chriſt by 
death ſhould free men from 
death, and by ſuffering the 
curſe of the lawe, ſhould rake 
away the ſame from ys , and 


by 
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by his righteouſneſſc ſhould 
iuſtifie vs voto life: all which 
notwithſtanding be points of 
the Goſpell. This allo is the 
cauſe why after long teach. 
ing there is little turning, or 
faithfull obedicnce yeelded 
ynto the Goſpel : « os wall 
it be bettet with men, while 
this euill thouglit abideth in 
them. 

Ve. I. If this bee a truth, 


} 
that every natural man thin- 


beth the wordof God to be foo!iſh- 
net. then wee muſt learne this 
leſſon of the Apoſtle, © Hee 
that ſeemes fo he waſe n his 
world, muſt become a foole that 
be may be wiſe, that is, he mult 
reiect his one naturall rea- 
ſon, and Roppe vp the eyes of 
his naturall minde, like a 
blinde man , and ſuffer him- 


ſelfe wholly to bee guided by 
Ds Gods 


0 1. Cor.. 50 
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Gods ſpirite in the thinges of 
God, that thereby he may bee 
made wiſe ynto ſaluation. 
Secondly,wemuſt heereby 

learne to make earneſt ptaier 
vnto God for the opening of 
our eyes, that we may bee a- 
ble to vnderſtand the Goſpell 
of Chriſt, and know the right 
meaning of that word of fal- 
nation: for of our ſelues wee 
can neuer vnderſtand it, vn- 
lefle the Lord inſſruct vs by 
his ſpirit : 4 No man jcommeth 
no me, (ſaith Chriſt, that 18, 
beleeueth, excep; it bee ginen 
him of my faber: Bur exery one 

that hath heard, and learned of 

the father, commeth wnto mee. 

Thus much of this ſecond e- 

| will thought. 

4 Set. 3. 

Of this taught; I will not obey 

1 {i Gods n ord, | 


from 


— 
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From the former atiſeth an 
other moſt vile thought, in 
the heart of cuety naturall 
man, as a branch ot the ſame; 
namely becauſe the word of 
God is fooliſhnes , therefore / 
will not performe obedience there- 
wo. That this is the natural 
thought of man, lob teach 
eth plainely ; for he bringeth 
in the wicked (that is, cuety 
inn. r) ſaying thus to God, 


1 Dep it from vi,wre will not the 


browledge of thy waies. T his the 
wicked man faith, not with 
his mouth for none is ſo faire 
paſt all ſhame, that Cares thus 
blaſphemouſly ſpt ake againſt 
God; but thus hee ſaith ia his 
heart, his affections ſpeake it, 
when he purpoſed with him- 
lelfe,ro caſt off the yoake of 
God, and to live after his 
owne luſts: and therefore they 


ſay 


f lob 1810 
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lay further, * e wthe Al- 
mghtie that wee ſhould ſerue 
m ? as if one ſhould ſay, It ĩs 
a diſgrace to mee to abaſe my 
{cite to ſerue God; I will not 
doe it. The Prophet Ieremie 
bringeth in the Lord ſaying 
thus to his people, Stand in 
the waies,and behold , and ache 
for the Old may, u hich is the 
good way a nd alle therein, and 


ves ſhall find reſt for your ſoules: 


but in the ſame place the 
lewes anſwer en ill nat malle 
in thy waies, Shall wee thinke 
that they curit thus impu- 
dently anſu er the Lord with 
open mourhes? No ſurely; But 
the Prophet in theſe wordes 
ſetteth downe the purpoſe of 


their hearts who hardned the 
ſame obſtinately againſt the 
word, hen they were exhor- 
ted to repentance and obe- 


dience 
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dience before the Lord . Our 
Sauiour Chrift compareth 
himſelfe to a noble man that 
goeth into a farre countrey ; 
now when he is gone, tho ci- 


tizens of his countrey ſend, 


meſſengers after bum to tell 
him, that they will nat haue 
bam to yargne oner them, Which 
though it be properiy to be 
ynderſtood of the nation of 
the Tewes „ who did indeede 
lay foto our Saviour Chriſt, 
yet it may alſo be extended 
to all impenitent ſinners, who 
ſay in their hearts; Chriſt ſhall 
not raigneover vs: for ſo long 
as 2 man is yncalled, he carri- 
eth a purpoſe to liue in hone, 
ſome in this ſinne, and ſome 
in that, and ſo doing, faith in 
his heart, God ſhall not bee my 
Gad, / will not ſubmit my ſel fe 
unto his lawes , Chriſt ſhall not 


raigne 
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raigne over me. This is plaine 
and manifeſt by mens beha- 
uiour, when they are reproo- 
ued for their ſinnes Tell the 
couetous man of his auarice , 
the ſwearer of his blaſphemy, 
& the drũkard of his drunken- 
nes, &c. will he humble him- 
ſelfe in conſcience of his finu? 
Nothing lefle : but his heare 
will {well againſt chee, as his 
furie and impatience will 
ſoone bewrayzand the reaſon 
is , becauſe he ncuer thin- 
keth of his one eſtate, how 
by creatiõ he oweth homage 
vnto God, as to his creator: 
ſor his purpoſe is to goe on 
in ſinne, and when he is re- 
prooucd for the ſame, his de- 
fire is croſſed , which he can 

not abide, and therefore ra- 

geth: ; ſhewing thereby ma- 
nifeſtly, that in his, heat hee 
faith 
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ſaith, he will not obey Gods cm- 
wmandements, 

For the examination of 
our hearts touching this 


thought: whether did we e- thoughts 


ver thinke thus with our 
ſelues; In ill nos God: coms- 
mandements? Doubtles eue 

man wil anſwer for himſelfe, 
that he abhors this thought. 
And yet after juſt triall it will 
appeare, that generally this 
thought is rife among vs: for 
though we heare the word, 
and receiue the Sacraments 
the pledges of our ſaluation, 
and will be counted the mẽ- 
bers of Chriſt, yet whats the 
cauſe that there is ſo little 
knowledge of God, and obe- 
dience to his word?And why 
doe men in their callings 
ſhew forth ſo ſmall lene, ſo 
little mercie,iuſtice,and good 
Con- 
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conſcience? The truthis , that 
though ſome haue theſe 
things in them in ſome mea» 
ſure, yet the bodie of our 
people is generally void of 
thele good vertues, and fruits 
of the ſpirit: he that hath but 
halfe an eye may ſee it : for 
where is that religious kee- 
ping of the Sabboth that 

would be? where is that ſeri- 
ous performing of worſhip 
vnto God which ought to 
be? All whichargue that the 
heart is corrupt and deceiue- 
able, and ſaith indeed to God, 
Iwill not obey thy word; Lord de- 
part from me. What man al- 
molt is there that ſaith with 
himſelfe , Oh miſerable man, 
what haue I done ? 

The Vſe. By this wicked 
imagination we may ſee 
how hard a thing it is truly 
an 


Imagmations 79 


and ſoundly to cenuert a ſin- 
ner ynto Cod, and how caſi- 
ly a man may deceive his 
owne ſoule, and beguile the 
world by bypocriſie : for a 
man by long exerciſe in the 
word may haue a great mea- 
ſure of knowledge, and with- 
all good wit, and memorie, 
and with them vtterance; and 
by a commoy.vift of the ſpi- 
 rituenble rte. mile word 
truly, and to conceiue pra 

to — purpoſe; nd wits 
all haue acankred heart to- 
wards God, poiſoned with 
this damnable thought, I 
nor obey the word of God: for e- 
_ man that hath inwardly 
in him a purpoſe to liue, 
though but in one ſinne, his 
heart is not vpright with 
God, neither be Gods gra- 
ces, as faith, and repentance, 
ſound 


33 he 
. 
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ſound in his heart : for true 
repentance is a purpoſe, and 
reſolution to leaue all finne, 
and to pleaſe Cod in all 
things. 
Sect. 4. 
Of thu thought; It ua waine 
thing to worſhip 
God, 

The third wicked imagi- 
nation of ag: heart concer- 
ning Geng = wars 
thing to worſhip God. This Job 
ſhe weth to be true: bringing 
in the wicked man ſaying , * 
what profit ſhall I bane if I pray 
vnto God: we muſt not thiake 
that hee ſaid thus with bis 
mouth, but in his heart? And 
the prophet Malachie bring- 
eth inthelewes ſaying, > Ir 
64 4 vaine thing to ſerue God. and 
what profit i tt | that "wee haue 
kept his commundement, & that 
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we talked humbly before the 
Lord of hoſtes: Yea righteous 
Dauid , a man after Gods 
owne heart, was ouertaken 
with this euill thought, when 
he ſaid, * certenty I bane cleans 
ſed my heart in vame, and waſh- 
ed my hands in Innecencie: 
whereby it is plaine, that this 
is anaturall evill thought in 
every man. 

et here we muſt remerns 
ber, that this evill thought 
comes not into the mind of 


man at all times, but onely at 


ſuch time, when occaſiõ is of- 
fered, as namely hen a man 
is called on, to the ſeruice of 
God, xhich vpon ſome occa- 
hon he is defirous to omitte; 
Then will his mind range a- 
boutfor libertie from 5 
ſeruice, and ſo will he bethink 
himſelſe of the wicked mans 
eſta te 


c Pla. 73.3. 


Fxamination 
for this 
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eſtate who never ſcrued.,god, 
and yet is in better caſe out- 
wardly then the godly man 
is; And here vpon hee begins 
to ſay in his heart doutbles, 4. 
is a vaine thing ts ſerue God. | 
For the examination of. 
our hearts touching this Þ 
choughr;after iuſt triall it will 
be found among vs , as the 
ſtate of all ſorts of families 
will declare: Among the poo- 
rer ſort you ſhall ſee men la- 
bour from morning to Eye- 
ning. and take great paines to 
prouide for the world , but in 
the meane time where is che 

worſhip and ſeruice of 
where is prayer and thankſ- 
giving, morning, and euen- 
ning? Surely it is negleRed, 
& the reaſon is becauſe they 
thinke thus in their heart, 1 
that I may haue prowiſion furt 

Ww 


or 
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world, it is no matter whether 1 
ſerue God or not. Come to the 
rich mans houſe, & there you 
ſhal ſce them ſpend theirtime 
in cating, drinking, gaming, 
and ſuch delightes; but the 
worſhip of God is not regar- 
ded,for thus they thinke with 
themſeules, If they may haue 
them pleaſmre all is well , Come 
& reaſon with ordinary men, 
and exhort them to vſe the 
meanes of ſaluation, and ſhew 
forth loue vnto religion ſin- 
cerely: Their anſwer is, they 
will doe as they haue done, 
and as their forefathers did 
before them; they truſt their 
ſoules ate as good to God- 
ward as the beſt: And for 
ought they ſee , none are 
worſer then thoſe that hauc 
ſo much preaching,and ther- 


fore they hope to bee ſaued 
ä * though 
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though they doe not follow 
itſo much : And this alſo 
cometh fr6 this euill thought. 
It ts m wame to ſerne Gad. 
Marke alſo in thoſe places 
wher the Goſpel is preached ; 
If any ſeeme to make more 
conſcience of ſinne, and of 
ſeruing God then others, they 
are made àa by-word and a 
mocking ſtock, and their pro- 
feſſion is turned to their re- 
proach: which argues plaine- 
ly that mans thought is this, i 
14 une thing to ſerue God. 
Nay, take a vew of the whole 
world,and you ſhall ſee every 
wher, men giue themſelues to 
will- worſhip: No nation is ſo 
barbarous as to denie vmo 
God all worſhip;bur doe they 
giue vnto him that which he 
commanded in his word ? 


Nothing leſſer It is either the 
N meere 


/ 
* 
. 


This quencheth the ſpirit, and 
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meere invention of men , or 
altogether ſtay ned therewithz 
This is moſt euident with the 
Turke, the lew, and the Pa- 
piſt:yea our common ſort of 
proteſtants haue their will. 
worſhip: for generally they 
content themiclues with the 
mumbling ouer the words of 
the Creede, the Lords Prayer, 
and tenne Commandements, 

erſwading themſelues that 
Lo che bore re heatſall of the 
words, they haue ſufficiently 
{erued God: Nou would wee 
know the cauſe hercof; as 
alſo why men are fo (lack and 
cold in praier, ſo carelefle,and 
ynreuerent in hearing Gods 
word? Surely it is nothing 
but this vile Imagination be- 
witching our ſoules, that it 
Ii vaine thing ts ſerve God; 


hin- 


86 Man natural 


hindreth all good moti6s that 
be in our hearts. 


Sect. c. 
Of mans thought of 


The fourth evil! thought 
concerning God, is, thought þ 
of diſtruſt , thus framed inthe Þ 
minde;:God deth not reg ard me; 
God will not belpe ne; God will 
not be merciful] amto me: This 
thought made entrance vnto 
the fall of our firſt parents: | 
for firſt Eue looked vpon the 
fruit, & ſaw that it was beuti- | 
full, and then entted into her 
heart a thought of diſtruſt 
after this manner; It may be 
it is not true Which god hath 
ſaid to vs cencerning this 
fruit, and it may be God re- 

gardeth vs not n 
' e 


that 
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he doth, in that he denieth vs 
this fruit ; heere ypon her will 
and her affections were carri - 
ed to the breaking of Gods 
commandement, and ſo ſhce 
ſinned by diſobedience, and 
Adam alſo ſinned. When the 
people of Iſrael murmured in 
the wildernes * Moſes ſinned Num ao. 
a ſin for hee was debarrcd en- 
trance into theland ef CanaZ: 

Nowe what was Moſcs ſinne 
for both he & Aron d prayed to 
the Led, and checked the people b w. 

ſaying heare oh yee rebeli, &c. 

And at Gods comm indement he 

brong ht. water our of the rocke ? 

Surely his ſin was ſecret even 

inward ynabelcefe and diſtruſt 

in Gods promiſe, for when 

hee ſmote the rocke, he might 

thinke thus with himſelfe; i 

may bee that God will not 

nowe giue water out of the 

E x rocke; 


——— 


= 
S 


1 
it 
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| 
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rocke;& this ſcemes the more 
— becauſe hee went 

eyond his cõnuſſion in ſnu- 
ting thriſe ypon the rock, whe 
God bad him onely to ſpeake 
© ontoit« This cuill thought 


Abet. 31.21. takes hould of religious Da- 


vid alſo :4 I ſayd n mine haſt I 
am caſt out of thy ſight, as 
though he ſhould ſay , Here- 
tofore I haue found fauour 


| <Palne.s , N . 
| **with God, but nowe in mine 


aduerſitie I am vttetly reiect- 
ed: Againe, e [ſaid in my frare, 
all men are ſyeri; that is, when 


feare af death tooke hould of 


mee, then I thought that Sa- 
muell lied vnto mee, when he 
ſaide I ſhould come to the 
kingdome ouer Iſraell. The 
children of Iſraell did often 
bewray this thought of di- 
ſtruſt; when they were pin- 
ched with hungert, and famine 

in 


_ „ — c..-c2 
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in the wildernes, they ſay, OT 
can God pronid a table for vis in 
the wildernes? can he g me {read 
and fieſh for hu peop'e? As it 
they ſhould fay, we ttnake he 
cannot, nor will not : Yea the 
| ApoſtlePeter was not free 
from this thought, for when 
Chriſt walking on the waters, 
commanded Peter to come 
vnto him, hee came out bold- 
ly, and walked towards leſus, 
but when s bee ſane amyghtie 
wind he began to ſinks : whence ta 436. 
came this ? ſurely from a 
thought of difiruſt which hee 
had in his heart to this effect: 
It may be god nil not ſupport me 
in thus my wall: & that this 
or ſome ſuch thought was 
in his heart appcareth by 
Chrifts anſwer to him ſaying, 
i ob then of little faith, — 
dddeſt than N all „kick 

2 


1 0 
— — 


hed ww” * * ey * Ny 
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'S it is evident that this 1s a na-. 
N turall thought in the minde of 
4 man which at ſome time 
| troubleth the moſt tighteous 
| man thats. 
| Now touching this thought 
| of diſtraſt, ewo things are to 
rie of this bee skanned: firſt, che time 
| thought. hen it taketh lace in mars 
| 


' minde ; and ſecondly, the 
daunger of it. For the time; 
114 This "thought doth not al- 
' of waies take place i in tke minde 
of man, but onely in the time 
| of ſome daunger , affliction, 
"7 and temptation; and eſpeei- 
ally in the time of ſichneſſe, 
| ant in the pangs of death, 
I Thus in his grievous afflictu- 
+ on was righteous Tob troub- 
led wirh this thought of di- 
ſtruſt:f or then hee complai- 
ned. that | Gadd bats hum and 
gnaſh vpam him with his teeth, 


and 


and as bis enen, ſnarp® 
eyes 4 ainſt him; YC 
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affliction comes, hee hal fecle 
thoughts of 


diftrutt. Indeede while peace, 


in himſe'fe theſe 


P 


, prefuwPp- 


ofeſle the 
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ſome times approach, then 
preſumptuous thoughts giuc 
p'ace, and thoughtes of di- 
ſtruſt, come in their roome & 

ſtead. 
eruireufthis 1, Paint. The daunger of 
okt. theſe choughtes of diſtruſt is 
| verie great, as the fruits there- 
1 of declare: for hence ariſe; 
| firſt, ail horrours, and terrors 
of conſcience, all feares, and 
aſtoniſhmentes of the heart; 
| For when the minde faith 
though falſelie God doth not 
| regard me, God will not ſane me, 
1 then the trembling heart is 
10 full of horror and dread . Se- 
ot condly hence commeth deſ- 
peration it ſelfe; wherby men 
cohdently ayouch that God 
bath forſaken them, and caſt 
them of, and that there is no 
| hope of life, but preſent 
| death, remaining for them: 
this 


- 


Many natural 
me:God will not ſaue me ſo that 
where this thought prevai- 
leth true faith is not, nexher 
can take place, 

Vſe. Conſidering the dan- 
ger of this diſtruſttul thought 
is ſo great, we muſt be admo- 
niſhed in the feare of God to 
vic all good mcanes , while 
the dates of peace doe laſt, 
that ittake no place with vs 
in the daie of trouble, and 


. temptation : The meanes to 


= it are thepreaching 

of the worde, and the ſacra- 
ments of Baptitme and the 
Lords ſupper. 

For the fiſt : the word of 
God preached is a ſpeciall 
meanes ordained of God, for 
the true applying of Gods 
promiſes, of mercie'to our 
owne ſoules; and therefore a 
moſt ſoucraigne temedle a. 

gainſt 
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thou, and Gods mercie be- 
longs ynto thee; it is as much 
as it the Lord ſhould call him 
by name particularly , and 
ſay vnto him, belecue thou, 
and repent, and my wercie 
belongs vnto thee:yea,ir is all 
one as if God himſelſe ſhould 
ſay , 1 am thy fuber, and thou 
art my childe , if thou wilt re: 
pent,and belecue. 

The ſecond meanes which 
is alſo yery effectuall to cut 
off this thought of diſtruſt, is 
Baptiſme . If an earthly prince 


giue a pardon to any man, & 


put the mans name in the 


pardon,and his owne broade 
ſeale vnto it, the man will ne- 
uer doubt of his pardon, but 
beleeue it. Behelde, in Bap- 
tiſme God entreth couenant 
with miſerable wretched 
man, and hcerein makes pro- 
mile 


„ 
» 
l 
| 
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miſe of life vnto him; yea hee 
puts the mans name in the 
couenant, ſealing the ſame 
with his owne ſeale: & thete- 
fore the party — muſt 
beleeue againſt this thought. 

The thirde meanes , is the 
Lords ſupper rightly admi- 
niſtred and receiued: for ther- 
in the breade and wine giuen 
to the hand of cuery coin- 
municant by the mimiſter, arc 
particular pledges and to- 
kens vnto them of ſpeciall 
mercie in Chriſt. Theſe are 
the meanes which wee mull 
vic with all good conſcience 
in the daes of peace, that 
when troubles come, this 
thought of diſtruſt may not 
prevaile againſt vs. And thus 
much of wans natural! cuill 
thoughts againſt God, Many 


othet might bre added here- 
ynto, 


Gal. 3. 9 
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ynto, but theſe becing the 
ptincipall, I omit the reſt. 


CHAP. IV. 

Of mans naturall thoughts 4 
gainſt his nei bbour. 

Ow wee come to the e- 
vill choughres of mans 
naturall heart againſt his 
neighbour. And to find them 
out wee mult haue recourſe 
to the ſecond Table of the 
morall lawe, which was pen- 
ned with reſpect to * the cor- 
rupt eſtate of man, forbid- 
ding that which mans cor- 
rupt heart thinketſi naturally 
againſt his neighbour : for e- 
very commandement there- 
of is ſpirituall, forbidding not 
onely the wicked actions, e- 
uill wordes, and geſtures, but 
all corrupt affections, yea all 
euill Imaginations of man a- 


gainſt 


1 


Imagmanon! 99 
gainſt man. 

Theſe thoughts of man 2 
gainſt his neighbour be of 
two ſorts ; either without 
conſent , or with conſent, 
Thoughts without conſent, 
are the very firſt euill moti- 
ons of the minde which 2 
man conceiueth againſt his 
neighbour, to which the will 
neuer giueth conſent , and 
theſe are forbidden in the 10. 
commandement, how ſb.2/t nos 
luſt. 

Thoughts with conſent of 
will are ſuch, as a man con- 
:eiuing in his minde doth 
withall deſire, or purpoſe in 
his heatt᷑ to practiſe: and theſe 
are forbidden in the fift, fixe, 
ſeauenth, eight, and ninth 
commandements; by reaſon 
whereof they may fittely be 
reduced to hue heads , They 
are 
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are cither thoughts of diſhonowy, 


againſt the fiſt commande- 
ment; or thoughts of murrher, 


againſt the (xe; or choughts of 
aduletri, againſt the ſcuenth; 

or abe ghts of theft, aga inſt the 
eight; or! aug lr of dif iſprace , 
againſt the ninth commande 
ment. 


dect. 1. 
Of chwghts of diſtonauy, 


Firſt, a thought of diſho- 
nour is any thought that ten- 
deth to the contempt and a- 
baſing of the perſon of our 
neighbour, in reſpect of our 
ſelues. And it is then concei- 
ued in our mindes, when we 
thinke thus of all other men 
beſide our ſelues: ſuch and 
ſuch a man , ii ſarre inferuar 


unto me, abaſe and contempti- 
ble 


— 


— 
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ble fellow in regard of me. Ex- 
| ample hereof we haue in the 
 Pharifie, a man ſtrict in pro- 
ſeſſion, and zealous in his re- 
ligion , who commeth to the 
Temple to pray with the 
publican: now marke what 
he ſaith, Oh God, I thanke 
thee that I am not as other men 
are,or as this Publcan. Which 
vordes proceede from ſuch 
a proud thought as this; Lord 


Lak. 


[ thanke thee, all aher men are 
ſarre mferriony tinto me ©: I doe 
fare ſurpaſſe the common ſort: 
this Publican ts 4 baſe fellowe, | 
and uo body to me. If any ſhall 
imagine that this thought js | 
not in euery mnn, but in ſome 

ſew proud perſons; I anſwer, 4 
tis by nature in Cuery per- 
ſon lining without grace: and 
therefore S. Paul giueth this T, 
commandement, That b c \, PhiLs3 

man 


Iad. 1.7. 


to: Aan 


man in © ſhould eſterme 
#thers better then himſelfe; gi- 
uing vs to vnderſtand, that by 
nature all men thinke beſt of 
themſelues, and eſteeme o- 
thers farre worſe then them- 
ſclues. 

The Ve. If this thought of 
diſhononr be ir. all mens 
hearts, then hehold what a 
pallace of all Satanicall and 
damnable pride the heart of 
man is naturally: it is like vn- 
to the table of Adoni-bezek 
at which he ſate in a chaire of 
eſtate, and made others, even 
kings, to cate meate like dogs 
ynder his feete , with their 
thumbs cutte off: ſuch an one 
is euery man by nature, hee 


lifteth vp himſelfe, ſaying, 1 


am the man, and treadeth his 
brother vader his fecte; as no 
body vnto him. And this is 
the 


4 ei _ as an Fw ge 
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of much Qrife and 
humane ſocicties: 


h many lattes » 
and great 


$Skorning » 
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eforme 
ec n. 
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labour to ſee c 
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with conſent, is a thought of 
Murtlur, or of any thing that 
tendeth thereto . Of this wee 
haue parti unt examples in 
Scripture. Deut. 18. 9. The 
Lord foibi.ideth the lewes 
to have this muzthering 
thought in their hearts / wil 
not releewe the poore , I wil not 
ave good unto them; giving vs 
to yaderſtand , that this was 
the common thought of the 
Iewes, orcls be would not 
haue forbidden it : yea the 
Lord doth there ſer out this 
thought by two ſignes; fuſt, 
an cuullcye, when a man turnes 
his countenance from the 
poore , or looketh on tbem 
without compaſſion: ſecond- 
ly, vmmerrifull dealing, when 2 
man will not helpethe poore 
by gift,accor cording to his abi- 
keie. And e all actions 
pro» 


* — rn rn ee SET 
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ede from choughts» 


proce 


the fountaine o 


| fManth.24.9, Ciples, yes ſuall ſe be hated of all 
* nat: 
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74.8. Dauid bringech in the 
Babilonians, Edomites, &c. 
faying thus one to another a- 
gainſt gods people the Tewes: 
Let vs delri them all together; 
& Pſal.83.4,Let vs cut them off 
from beeing a people. And let the 
name of I ſraell be no more in re- 
membrance. Now as this was 
their thought , ſo is it the 
thought of all men naturally: 
for that which was the diſpo- 
fition of Babel,Edom, Moab, 
and Amnon againſt Gods 
Church, is the diſpoſition of 
all mei naturally; for looke 
how generall the hatred of 
man is, ſo generall is the pur- 
— of miſchiefe againſt 
oſe that profeſſe religion: 
for all men by nature are ha- 
ters of Gods Church, & peo- 
ple; ſo Chriſt ſaith to his diſ- 


tos Marmara. 


downe by S. Peter: who 
bringeth in the wicked - 
„ this world, * thintug it 
range thmg that Gods c 
doe not, as they doe , par 
— ene ex- 
Ceſſe of riot:limong in drumtemues, 
fornication, and achorber abho- 
— for this cauſe doe 
cõceiue hatred , and pur- 
e miſcheife againſt Gods 
people,and ſo will continue, 


till God give them — to 


repent . "Fany ſhall ſay this 
thought is not generall, for 
. NabuchedHezer * an heathen 
man ſhewed fawony to Damell, 
and bighly aduarced him. Lan- 

ſwer, it is true he did ſo but 
that was a worke of Gods ſpe- 
ciall providence who procu- 
red him fayour, and diſpoſed 
the kings heart to affect him, 
as he did alſo the heatt of the 
chiefe 


as his rage againſt the three 
derly bewray» 


children did cul 
T Dan. 3-19+ 
* A third xamplc of this 
e murthering thought adde, 
6 which every miniſter of gods 
ſerue bY daily 


4 chat is this; 


rio Worms 


miniſter knee them not to be 
his perſonall ſinnes: but it is 
the power of the word that 
ranſaketh the ſinfull heart: 
this is the fault of all carnall 


hearers, who will heare | 
etly till cheir faults be rebu- 


ked, but then they thinke ma- 
liciouſly of the preacher ; 
Thus Herod dealt with Iohn 
Baptiſt, ſ.e heard him glad!y 
fora while, Mark:6. 20. but 


when be was rebuked for his 
brother Phillips wife then he caſt 
John inpriſen:Luk, 3. 19. 20. 
And if conſcience might bee 
iudge, many an hearer would 
be found to haue an Herods 
heart towards Gods mini- 


fer. 


SeR.3, 
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wronging another in hit 
goods ot ſubſtãce · This is that 
Imagining of iniquitie, and wor. 
king of wickednes t pon thei 
beds,in coneting of | 2 
gunſt which © Micah pro- 
nounceth a wee. And this 
© Mieab. a. i. thought alſo poſſeſſeth thcir 
hearts, that with the wicked 
Iſraelites wiſh the time were 
come, wherein they“ might 
wm ke the Epka ſmall and the 
n Shelell grrat, that is, leſſen the 
meaſure, and inhance the 
pryce, and fal ſie the weights by | 
cen. 
The firſt euill thought is 
a thought of diſgrace , n hich 
ſome way ten leth to the reproach, 
and debaſing of aur neighbours 
food name ; as when a thing is 
well done, to thinke & iudge 
t to bee ill done, or when a 
thing is a miſſe to judge it 
worſe 


—- A- 
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comfort | thy ſinnes are fo gien 
ther; then the curſed hearts 
of the wicked Phariſics 
thought thus in themſelues, 
this man blaſphemerh. And 
when the gift of the holie 
Ghoſt, was ſent vpon the A. 
oſtles, cauſing them to 
f peake ſtrange tounges to the 
great admiration of men of 
diuets nations, then ſome of 
the mrlicions Jewes thought i 
were dune, ſaying ſcoflingly, 
they were full of eme wine. And 
this thought of diſgrace is in 
cuery man — bringing 
forth continually the fruits of 
diſgrace, as Emme, Strife, E- 
wwlations, Diſentiens, and De- 
bates:for lone thitęth nor exill; 
but naturally true loue is 
wanting in all men: and ther- 
fore they cannot but thinke 
euill of others. 
| we 


— — 
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will not ſpare to vitter it itt. 
may make for his — 
And the like wee may ſay of 
malice, Adulterie, Theft, diſ- 
grace or any cther ſinne a- 
— our ncighbour : Doe 
ut miniſter occaſion there a- 
bout to the naturall heart of 
man, & he thinketh of them, 
and without Gods grace re- 
ſtraining, or renuing him, will 
bring forth the ſame in acti- 
on. 
The ſecond pm. In whom ; 
are all theſe evill thoughts? 
Anſw. In all men naturallic 
without exception, till th 
be renewed by Gods ſpecial] 


2 Ves the truth is, theſe 
thoughts doe every where a- 
bound ; for looke what men 
doe praQtife , that fiſt of all 
oy thinke, forthe thought 


e beginning of cuery 
action; 
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plotted & deviſed: And laſt 
ly thoughts of Diſgrace make- 
it a fountaine of backbyting, 
debate, ſlander, and teuiling: 
And therfore howſocuer the 
Wy outward life may be ordered 
We | ciuillie, yet without Gods 
grace mans heart is moſt vile: 
And thoſe that pleade their 
good nature, and good mea- 
ning, are heere confuted, for 
naturally the heart,thinkes all 
cuill againſt his neighbour, 


| CHAP, V. 


Of mans naturall thoughts 

concerning himſelfe. 

Sect. t. 
Mint proud thought of hut 
owne excellence. 

He third kinde of mans 
naturall euill thoughtes, 
are ſuch as concerne bimſelfe, 
and 


aud te 

Gal bia ſelfe . 
Lep k 
(pear 
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to God fayeth, © [ rchanke thee 
Lorde , that I am not as ether 
| us - men, meaning that he is more 

164 ; excellent : And the whore of 
| BEE 'aThec Hereri. BabylG * is brought in ſaying 
of > Fall Church of her ſelfe,® I ſt as a Qnecre, 


of Rome. 
ekeaelat n und ans no widdowe and ſhall ſee 


| | no monrning. All which places 
ſhew this to bee the nature of 
man, to exalt himſelfe in his 
| owne heart, aboue all others. 
; If any ſhall ſay, heereby no 
more can hee prooued but 
that this thought is in fome | 
| proud and inſolent perſons; 1 
| adde therfore, that as our hrſt 


. £ Luke 18. 11+ 


Parents in the beginning, did 
learue that proud leſſõ of the 
divell, Ir ſbal/ be as Galt ſo we 
being in their loynes when 
they ſinned, and deſcending 
from them by ordinarie gi- 
ncration, doe together with 
our nature receiue that cor- 
ruption 
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is that ſpirituall pride of tht 
heart whereby a man ceſpi- 
ſeth all other, inregarde of 
himſelfe , and thinketh him- 
ſelfe far better then any. This 
1 manifeſt by ſundrie reaſons, 
as firſt, from the fruites of this 
inward pride: for hence doe 
flowe many damnable finnes; 


tres of in” jn mens lives and conuerlati- 


| ward pride. 


ons : as tirſt, Ambition,vhere- 
by men are not content with 
that eſtate, Mherewith God 
hath bleſſed them: but doc 
ſecke by all meanes to bee ad- 
vanced to higher dignitic & 
eſtate. Secondly, Preſumption, 
whereby men dare enterpriſe 
things beyond their calling, 
and aboue their power, ta- 
king vppon them more then 
they arc able for. Third'y,boa- 
ſting, herby a man ſpeaks of 
himſelfe more then is ſeeme- 

ly, 
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ly, & extolleth himſclfe about 


his deſert. Fourthly, i ocryſſe, 
when a man pretendeth he 


. hath that grace, and religion 


which indeed he hath nor, or 
els maketh ſhew of more 
grace then is truly in him. 
Fiftly . Obſiniaco , when a 
man perſiſteth in an crrour, & 
will not yeeld to the truth, 
though it be manifeſted vnto 
um Soxcly ,Contention, wherby 
men ſtriue one againſt ano- 
ther in word or deed, with- 
out relevtng . And laſtiy, 
Aﬀettation of Novelies , eſpe- 
cially in oueward attyre, for 
when a mans cõceiues ſo ligh- 
ly of himſcife , then withall 
hethinkes no manner of at- 
tyte good enough to beuti- 
ie, and adorne his body; and 
ſo begins to deuiſe, and affect 
flrange and forraigne attyre. 

Sccond- 


- wee... Awad 
— — * 
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2 Secondly, the danger here - 
of appeareth hence , that 
where this thought of pride 
raigneth (as it doth in all men 
naturally) there the ſpirit of 
—— not: Mary in 

er ſong ſaith well, * God ſcar- 
tereth the Imaginations of the 
| that is, of thoſe which 
{1h1f.57.25- haue this c6ceit of their owne 
* excellencie aboue others: and 


| S. James; 8 God refiſteth the 
| 4 , andgimeth grace to the 
| h umole:y ea, bus ſanh he that 


habaeth ctermtie, whoſe name 1 
the holy one: I dwell m the high 
& hoty place with hm 400 that is 
of a conrmrae ard humble ſpire, 
ro reuiue the fpiri of the bum- 
ble:Bur he that liſt eth vp him- 
ſelfe his minde is not vpright 
in him, Habak. 2,4. 

3 Thirdly, ſuch is the 


| is bjgh and excellent: hethat im- 


Dl niel. 3 13. 
4 

1 
1 


, 
q 


1 
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u 2 moſt notorious , nay 
an abhominable height of 
pride; and yet the truth is, 
ſome men haue come here- 
ynto . Thus the king of Babel 
thought of himſelfe, when he 
ſaid in his heart, K will aſcend 
aboue the herght of the clon des 
and will be lthe the moſt high. It 
may ſeeme (irange that men 
ſhould thinke thus of them- 
ſelueszbut we muſt know,thar 
men may doe it two wales; 
hrlt , when they thinke they 
haue power of themſelues, 
whereby they are able to 
match or countetuaile the 
power of God : ſo thought 
Nabuchad-nezar whe he laid, 


who is that god nal cam deliner 
you out of my hand ? fuch a 


thought had proud Pharao in 


aExol,ss, his heart, when he ſaid to 


Moſes & Aaron, hei the 
Lord 


— — - - 
_——— 
— 


— 


* 
5 COR om * — - — — —— — — * 


128 Alans natural 
of Gods worſhip, to forgiue 


finnes, to make lawes to bind 
the conſcience properly, yea 
to open, and ſhut heauen, and 
to diſpoſe at his pleaſure of 
earthly kingdomes; he taketh 
vpon him ro diſpence with 
the morall lawe , and with 
Apoſtolicall conſtitutions: all 
which beleng to God a» 
lone, and none dare claime 
them to belong vnto him, 
but he that matcheth himſelfe 
with God; and this is the 
higheſt decree of pride. 

The Vſe. By this euety man 
may ſee what he is of him- 
ſelfe hat a curſed and proud 
nature he carrieth abort with 
bim:for euety man naturally 
when joccaſion is offered 
thinks highly of himſelfe, and 
baſely of others in regard of 
khimſelfe . Let ys therefore 

take 


129 


If. 
* uke notice of this Satanicall 
* de that is in ou nature, an 
| riue againſt „ for who 
be 2 amed to 


h | thanks thee Lord, In vet 40 
c. ot with the at- 


: rogant lewes » ſtand apt: 
<1 auch me not, I n bolier 1 
4 thew Jſzy 655" 
1 Seft. 2. Mam thought of 
5 bir eonerighte#ſ"0+ 
The ſecond cuill thought 


Concerning 2 n ſelfe is 
ſufficiently rig lreous, 


p this, 1 
U | 3d I meed no repentance . That 
this is the th6vgh" of eueric 
4 man naturally appeareth b 
F the Lords commandement 
to the people of Iſrael, fot- 


em to ſay in thei 
heatts, hen they were pla- 
ced 


8 
og 
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— 
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- Ieremie rebuked the 
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ced in the promiſed land, * 
that for their on ne righteouſnes 
the Lord brought them in to 
poſſeſſe it, Wherby he gueth 
vs to ynderftand ewo things: 
Fiſt, that as the lewes did 
there, ſo euerie man thinks 
himſelf to be righteous. And 
ſecondly he thinks that God 
doth giue his bleſſings vnto 
him for his owne righteouf- 
nes:for the Lord th not to 
forbidde ſuch a thought as 
men naturally haue not in 
them: ſo in bike manner when 
ople 
for their ſinnes, they ſaid, ® 
they were Innocent and guultler, 
they had nat ſinned : And the 
Church of Laodicea faith 
thus of her ſelfe , © Tam rich 
and neede notbung; that is, I a- 
bound in fpiricuall graces. 
This is the thought of the 
proud 


| 


1 


2 S be oe hb Los ** 


— = 
Ta I » 6 © 


N » 


” F ow 


r 
buff that be is inſt » and 


oud * Phariſie, 


therfore bragg © 


that he is 
loth this,and that, he 


but hee 
faſteth, he giueth Ames, Pal 


eth tithes, & c. 


[ neede no repen- 


of ſuch Chriſt ſpake 
© be came not to Markt» * 


nine iu men which need none 
amendment Fl fe: where WC 
muſt obſetue that Chriſt mea- 
neth not, chat there ate in 
geede ſome ſo tigbteous. chat 
no amendment; 
according to 

the 


Pxamination 
for this 
thought, 


13}: Manar. 


the opinion, which ſome haue 
of themſelues, to witte, that 
they are righteous, and neede | 
no repentance: by all which | 
it is more then manifeſt that 
this is a naturall thought ota | 
man concerning himlelfe. | 
This euill thought raign- F 
eth in our age and time as all 
the former doe: for come to 
an ignorant man that hath 
not becne inſtructed in religi- 
on, reaſon with him touching 
his eſtate, and aske kim whe. 
ther he can keepe the law of 
God or not; he will anſwer, 
he can; he loueth the lord his 
God with all his heart, and, 
his neighbour as himfelfe :* 
Aske him how hee lock es to 
be ſaued; his anſwer is by his 
ownerighteouſnes „ and for 
his one goodneſſe. If due ex- 
amination were made , this 
would 
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would be found to be the 
thought of many that live in 
the Church among vs; and 
there is none by nature free 
from this thought. 

Hereby then we may ſee 
that the thoughts of cuery 
man, be he what he will, are 
plaine papiſtry, for Poperie 
1s natutall: One chiefe pillar 
and ground thereof is Iwſt:ft- 
cation, and ſaluntion by workss ; 
which opinion cucry man 
briogs with him from his 
mothets wombe: And ſo it is 
in the point of merit, men 
naturally thinke they recewe 
the good things which they 
haue from God, for their own 
tighteouſnes. 

Secondly, hence it appea- 
reth that it is a matter of 

reat difficultie, to bring a 
man throughly to renounce 


his 


174 Afaninatnralt 


his owne rightcouſnes and 
ſoundly, and heartily to im- 
brace true religion, and the 
righteouſnes of Chriſt by 
faith. This is no leſſe then the 
change of Nature; and yet 
this muſt cucry man doe, / #6 


will be ſaued, he muſt be 
come nothing in himſelfe, 
that he may be all in Chriſt 
leſus: vhich is as impoſhble to 
nature, as to change water in- 


to fire , and therfore men 
had need to beware how 
they put off thetime, & neg- 
lect che meanes in which 

od ſhewes his power in 
working this change in the 
hearts of his elect. 

Thirdly, hence we lec the 
euident cauſe of that prepo- 
ſterous courſe of the world, 
which moſt men take in ſpen- 
ding their witte, and ſtrength, 

ſome 


them ſelues, 
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rather then he wu be fruſtrate of 
chin pearle. Math. 1 3.45, 46. In- 
deede men vſe to pleade thus 
for themſelues; wee confeſſe 
our ſelucs to be ſinners, and 
therefore wee cannot thinke 
ſuch a wickedthought, hne 
weed no repent anceʒ But we muſt 
knowe, that both theſe may 
well ſtand together, in the 
wicked heart of man; he may 
confeſſe himſelfe to bee a ſin- 
ner, and yet thinke that hee is 
righteous : for is not this the 
cõmon pracliſe to make gteat 
firs, little fins & little ſins, no 
ſins? Doe not men cloath vice 
in vertues robe, and turne out 
vertue in the rotten ragges ot 
vice? Is not drunkennes coun- 
ted good fellowſhip, & kinde 
neighbourhood? Is not ſwea- 
ring made the token of « 


braue minde,and Pride coun- 
tec 
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ted dect cie and fornication, 
buta tricke of youth; and co- 
uetouſnes eſteem emed good 
thrift, and carefulnes? On the 
other fide , is not the more 

Gncere profeſſion of —_ 


_ of >= Purita- 
ypocriſie, and ſuch 


fra nech the com 
, make himſelfe 2 


to the - mouthes of the 
yngodly Nowe where theſe - 
things ate, though the mou 
ſay, Tr the hoo 
chinketh In ig eas, and ſo 
it is appatant this thought 5 


common among s- 


Fect.; 
Mans thoug ht 7 ſecuritie 
in the 44) of peace. 


pray 


thought con- 
cerning 


The third euill 
G 2 
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cerning a mans ſelfe is, a f 
thought of ſecuritieʒ in the time 
of peace and proſperitie, men 
ſay thus in their hearts, [am 
free from all Gods indg ements, 1 
am in no danger of hell, death er 
damm at ion, but ſure enough of 
ſaluation. It may bee thought, 
that none is ſo — of 
the deuill, as to haue this con- 
ceit of himſelfe, but the ſctip- 
ture is moſt plaine in the 
proofe hereof: 7 ſal. 10.6. The 
wicked mam, (ſuch as is cucry 
man by nature, as wee ſhewed 
before Jaith in hit heart, I ſhall 
neuer be mooned nor bee in dun- 
er. And the Prophet [ſaiah 
SIGiah, as, brings in wicked men ſay- 
13. ing, * we haue made a conemant 
with death and with kell wee are 
a agreement : which muſt not 
be yndcrſtood as done indeed 
(tor deach, and hell will make 
league 
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league with none) but onely 


in mens wicked Imagina- 
tion, perſwading themſelues, 
that they bee in no danger of 
hell, or of the graue: tor ſo 
much the next wordes im- 
port, that , though a ſcourge 
rune ouer C paſſe thorough,yet 
it ſhall not come at b yea righ- 
teous Did was oucrraken 
heerewith, for i his proſpeti- 
tie he ſaid in his heart, b Jh, brHẽůe 
nener bee moon; much more 
then is n the thought ot eue- 
tie naturall man, to ſay v ith 
the rich foole vpõ the increaſe 
of outward bleſſings . ſoule, 
ſoule take thine eaſe , thou haſt 
enough nothing 6.x hurt thee. 
The wſe By this wee may 
come tothe knowledge of a 
thing w hich falleth out im all 
ages worth our diligent ob- 
ſcruation. It hath pleaſed god 


CG 2 from 
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from time, to time to ſend his 
prophets and miniſters to call | 
his people to repentance: thus 
did ſſ, leremy loell, Amos, & 
the reſt; yea the Lerde hmſeſſe 
(as Zephanie ſaith )riſerh ewe... | 
in morning , and bringeth bu 
indrementes to light, which 
ſhould turne men from their | 
finnes, hee faileth not, and yet 
the wicked will not learne to be 
aſhamed. 

#To come to our owne 
times: it hath pleaſed God to 
ſtirre vp many worthie mini- 
ſters ynto vs, who ſpende 
their time, and ſtrength, in la- 
bouring to bring men to te- 
pentance, and ſaluation; but 
yet who is he almoſt that tur- 
neth from his ſinnes ꝰ yea the 
Lord himſelfe , as in former 
times, ſo nowedath preach 
from heauen by his wdge- 
ments, 


uri ic, 


Acnedie. 
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ſeeing Noah had prcachec 
ynto "them of the floode an 
hundred and twentie yeares 
before? Anſ. Surely it was as 
if they had knowne nothing, 
for they would not belceue 
him, it would not finke into 
their heads, much leſſe ſettle 
in their hearts, that GOD 
would deſtroy all the worlde 
by waters: and fo may it bee 
faide of theſe timesʒu ee bnowe 
nothino;chough wee be called 
to repentance by the miniſte- 
rie of the worde, yet we will 
not repent ; and though wee 
heare of Gods iudgemenrs, 
we thinke our {clues Fee from 
them, and will not beleeue till 
the beeſome of his wrath 
ſweepe vs all away, as the 
flood did the old world. 
Wherefore to tedteſſe a- 
mong ys this damnable 


thought 


TA ent“, 


the 


temooued , 
our 
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of miſerie hee ſaith, h croſſe⸗ 
are greater aud worſer then in. 
deede they are. So lobe com- 
plaineth in his affliction, that 
* by gr c miſerie was hea. 
uier then the ſand of the ſea 
ſhoare . And the Church in 

treat afflichon calls thus to 
paſſengers, ' Behold, and ſee if 
there be any ſorrowe like vnto my 

rrowe n bich is done unto mee. 
And that it is thethought of 
euery mans heart naturally, 
appeareth by experience : for 
let a man bee in diſtreſſe our- 
wardly, or elſe touched in cõ- 
ſcience for his ſinnes, when 

ou ſhall labour to miniſter 
comfort vnto him according 
to Gods worde; hee will an- 
ſwer, that newer any was in like 
aſe to him, ſo grienouſly tormen- 
tad Or 4 els he ts. And in- 


deede it is che propertie of 
2ans 
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all heart, 10 c- 
o be my 


natur 

lutle croſſes t 

x, yc3 ottemimes , 

o bee a cto E UE | 
: 


4 * 
, which 15 none It U che 1A 
fon is, the V ant of judge nent 
rightly to Aifcerne che ſtate | 
of chen afflictton, ? id the 
want of ſirenꝑth to ſuppott ic 
as 1 Th or t " chow be fun 1 g 
the d of Auer tte thy ſirexgii 5 
is ſmall. | — 
i For the yemedic o tlus cuil | 
* thoughts ſult ee wmult lecke | 
— to rectiſic che Imagiaation, 
by bringtag the minde do 3 


che alichon: 


1 right con eit o 
r | this is a peer? | courle to bc 
1 obſetued in dealing with the | 
1 | that bee opt d wich any 
e duſtreſſe «fora ſtrong conceit 
1 of a mans OWne mileric oth 
- many times mote hutt, then — 
the miſeric it ſelfe .therefore 
2 


" 


| za, Cort. t 


n Mich. 7.3 
Fal- z. 5. 
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be ſure the judgement be well 
informed, and then the cure 
is halfe wrought, and the 
crofle halfe remooved . This 
done, the partic afflicted may 
well conſider the deſert of 
hnne,in the endleſſe torments 
of the damned , which the 
Lord preuenteth in his chil. 
dren by temporall chaſtiſe- 
ments in this lite fur when wc 


are wdged wee are chaſtened of 


the Lorde, that wee might nat be 
condemned with the worid : And 
lo labouring to bee bumble 
for ſiane, and to lay hold on 
gods mercy in chriſt through 
whom all things, euen atfl:- 

ions, worke together for 
the bet}, no doubt he will bec 
able to ſay, I will beare the 
wrath of the Lorde , ber cause [ 

hae finned ag ainſt him and * 
why art thou caſt downe oh my 
ſoule, 


— — - lp — 
— * 
>. 
: 
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ſoule, why art thou ſo diſquieted 
within me? wayte on God; for 1 
will yet giur hom thankes ; be is 
wy preſent belper and my God, 
Thus much of mans cuill 
thoughts concerning him- 
ſelte. 
CHAP, VL 


Of the want of good thoughts in 
enery man natural 
Sect. t. 
Good thaug hrs about temipo- 
rall chmgs be much 


Waning. 


24 — of mans 


naturall cuill thoughts 
concerning God, his neigh- 
bour, and himfelfe : we come 
to te ſecond point to be ob- 
ſeteed in the text;to wit, That 
there is a want of good thoughts 
ard conſideration in entry t an 
natural 


— 0 


ec let 4 b. 
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naturally : for the Lord here 
faith bis thoughts are evill from 
by youth.zand Chap.6.5. They 
are onely euill cuery day : now 
looke where exill is onely and 
continually, there good muſt 
ncedes be witing altogether, 
This want mult be conſide- 
red either in teſpect of tempo- 
rall,or of ſpiritual things. By 
Temporallthings I meane ſuch 
worldly affaires and actions 
as concerne mans naturall 
life; where though good 
conſideration be not taken 
quire away, yet wee muſt 
know that the ſame is cor- 
rupt,and very weake and im- 
perfect, even as reaſon is; and 
there is much want in euer 
man in this behalfe. There 1 
one alone ( ſaith, Salomon) and 
there is not a ſecond: which hath 
nether ſane ner brother , yet 
there 


9 
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there is none end of his travel. 


nenher can his eye bee ſatirfied 


withriches ; neither doth hee 
thinke for whom doe I traded 
hecre behold a notable ex. 
ample of this want of good 
conſideration about earthly 
things; that a man ſhould 
ſpend both his wit & ſtrength 
in heaping vp riches , and 
knowes not to whom he ſhall 
leave them. But we need not 
be inquiſitive for examples: 
for we may daily obſetue in 
our ſelues and others appa- 
rent want of good confidcra- 
tion intheſe worldly affanes: 
which mult not ſeeme firange 
vnto vs, ſceing that reaſon it 
lelfe, the ground of cofidera- 
tion is greatly blemiſhed, 
through the corruption of na- 
zare , about theſe earthly 
things. 

Cect. 2. 


- - 
_— Cr 


ba Cor 3.5. 


61. Cor. 2 9. 


1 % Mn nr 


Sect. 2. 
Good thoug hes in matters ſpiritu- 
all be altogether man- 
tin 

In things ſpiricuall which 
concerne the kingdome of 
God, there is in our nature an 
abſolute want of good conſi- 
deration, herein of our ſelues 
we haue no good thoughts: 
we are not of ou ſe/ues ( laith b 
Paul.) ſufficient to thinks any 
thing,that is,any good thing, 
as of our ſeluer:The whole bo. 
die of the Goſpell is therefore 
calle la myſtery, becauſe the 
things therein contatned and 
revealed are fuch as, rener 
camemto mans heart tothinke, 
This wane we may obſerue 
eſpecially in foure things; 1, 
in reſpect of Gods preſence 
and providence: 2. of Gods 


Iudgements: 3. of our owne 
ſinnes 
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iunes:q, of our dutie to Cod. 

Firſt.man by nature doth 
not thinke of, or conſider Gods 
preſence and promidence to be- 
hold and co remember all his 
waics in thought, word, and 
deed: hereof the Lord com- 
plaines againſt Ephraim and 
Samaria, ſeying; they haue 
dealt falſely-and they cen- 
fider not in their hearts that 
i / remember all their wicked- 
| nes : And the ſame is the 
Nate of cuery naturall man 
beeing left to himfſelfe;for all 
by nature are equally cor- 
tupt with originall ſinne, and 
ſo are deſtitute of this good 
thought: which yet may ap- 
peare the more plaine by this, 
that Aturally mans heart is 

poſſeſſed of the cleane con- 

trary, to wit ,Gol ſb all not ſee, 

God will not regard, as bath 
beene 


HoC9 44 


N 
: 


Pag 319.37- 
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beene ſhewed before . And 


indeed it is a worke of grace 
to haue the heart rightly af- 
fected with this thought , 
God beholds all my waies , be 
conſiders and remembers every 
thing I doe; fleſh and blood 
can not attaine vnto it. 
Secondly, a man by na- 


—— ture doth not conſider or 


wanting. 


Matth. 24. 
30.39. 


— 


thinke of the [udgements 

God, temporall and eteruall 
due vnto ſinue: This thought 
was wanting in the men of 
the old world, though Noah 
preached vato them an hund- 
red and twent e yeares of the 
gecerall deluge, yet the conſi- 
dcrarion of it tooke no place 
in theit hearts; and therefore 
it is ſaid, © they knew nagbing 
rl the flood came and t ole them 
all away: from the want of 
this thought it came to pafle, 


that 
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that © Lotes ſamne.i lame, 

thought their father had but 

mocked, when he told them thas 

God would deſtroy Sodom Hence 

it was that the f Rich foole g .= 36. 
bleſſed himſelfe in his hearr, 

faying, ſoule, ſoule, rake thine 

eaſe, & neuet bethought him- 

ſelfe of any danger till it was 

ſaid vnto fm „O foole, this verſas. 
night will . fetch away thy 
fal. And ſhall we? thinke this 
thoughe is now wanting at 
this day , ſeeing Chriſt hath 
faid, 5 45 it was in the tier f 
Noe, ſo ſhall it bee at the © + 
my of the ſonne of man. 

Thirdly , a man naturally 
doth neuer bethin ke himſelfe, Oat 
of his owne ſinner; he hath no — 
purpoſe of Heart ſeriouſſy to.. 
examine his life paſt,or to te- | 
pent of fuch ſinnes 3s he fin- | 
deth in him: This appeareth | 
by 


| 
cGen. 19-149 i 


Mit. 23% 


15 % Mat natural 


by the Lords own complaint 
againſt the leu es, who were 
fo farre from turning fr6 their 
ſins, that not one would ſay in 
144% his heart, W what haue I dove? 
IR / when they had cõmitted 
15,920. moſt ſottiſh Idolatrie, m. 
king an Idol! God of one part of « 
tree, with the ather part thereof 
they had roſted their mate and 
warmed themſe/nes , yet they 
con/idered not this in ther hearts, 
neither had they knowledge or 
wnderſtanding to ſay „ I haue 
burnt halfe of it ws the fire , 1 
haue baked bread vponthe coales 
thereof: I hae — fleſh, and 
eaten itzand hill I mike the re- 
fidne thereof” an Abhbommati- 

onꝰ 
The fourth Fourthly, a natural! man 
— 48 doth not conſider n hat duty & 
85 ermce he ones unto God : his 
mind is wholly bent to his 
owne 
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owne waics, but the * Lords 
talct hes bid mr the ground n rape 
vp inan Hercof the Lord 
complames ag inſt the lewes, 
lthat they ſayd not in their 11 a 
hearts let vs frare the Lord our 

Cod: hence it was that the, 

n fooliſb virgins did content mMar.2g.3.6 
themſelues with the blaſing 

Lamp of an outward ptoſeſſi- 

on „and neuer be- thought 
themſelues of that oyle of 

grace, which God required 

in all thoſe, that would enter 

with Chriſt into his bride- 
chamber, till it was too late: 

And the ſleight ſerving ot 

God atthis day, declares the 

generall wantof this cõſideta- 

tion. 


* Mat. 23.15. , 


Sect. 3. 


x56 Man natural. 


The fruit of this want of 
good thoughts. 


Heere further wee muſt 
know that this want of good 
conſideration is a griewous | 
evill and a mother ſinne, from 
whence as from a fountaine, 
ſtreames of corruptions and 
tranſgreſſions both of heart 
and liſe doe iſſue forth; firſt, 
kereby we are diſabled from 
yelding vnto God that obe- 
dience of heart which nis law 
requireth ; for how can 
welowe the Lord with all our 
thought and mind; & ou ngigh- 
bon as our ſelnes , as God " 
commandeth, when as natu- 
rally our hearts ate void of 
all good thoughts towards 
God, and towards our neigh- 
bours ? Againe , whence 
comes finning with an high 


, 


„ Luk. 10.27 
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hand, when men ſinne, and 
will finne? whence comes it 
that men ble ſſe themſelus in 
their ſinnes, and flatter the m- 
ſelues in their owne cies , 
while they goe on in ſinne, 
but from want of conſidetati- 
on of Gods preſence, and of 
Gods iudgements ? This A- 
braham knew well, and ther- 
fore ſaide of the people of 


Gerarbecauſe® they wanted the o Gen-20-t1, 


feare of Ged,that is, all conſi- 
deration of Gods preſence, 
and of Gods judgements , 
therefore they would till him for 
his wines ſake . Whence alſo 
comes that ſenſualitie, where- 
by men addict tem- ſelues 
wholly to the profits , plea- 
lures , and honours of this 
world,neuer minding heauen 
or hell, but from want of con- 
ſideration of their dutie to 


God? 
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God? It men did vſe to call 
themſelucs to accompt for 
their ſinnes, or did ſet 2m 
their eyes the iudgements of 
God due vnto them, it could 
not be that thete ſhoud be 
ſuch want of contrition to- 
wards God, or of compaſſi- 
on towards their brethren,as 
euery where abounds. And 
the like might be ſaid of ma- 
ny other capitall ſinnes, all 
which proceede from the 
want of good conſideration, 
Where, by the way, we may 
obſerue, | our common 
people doe farre deceiue 
themſelues in this perſwaſi- 
onof themſelues, that by n- 
ture they h.me good hearts, and 
good me. ming : It you charge 
them with the finnes of their 
lives , they will ſtraightway 
plead their good intention, ar. d 

ſay, 
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ſay, though they ſometime 
taile in action, yet they meane 
well alu aies. But the truth is, 
naturally well meanmg , and 
food conſideration , ſpiritual 
thinges is altogether wan- 
ting. And therfore while men 
doe ſoothe vp themſclues in 
their good meaning, they 
deceiue their owne hearts 
through ignorance of their 
naturall eſtate : and they muſt 
knowe, that they can neuer 
come vnto Chriſt that they 
might haue life, till they be 
quite gone out of themſclues 
in regard of ſuch conceits. 


CHAP. VII. 


The vſe of the former. 
doltrme. 


Set. 1. That the Scrirture u 
H 1- the 


160 ans naturall 
the word of God. 


Hz ſcene what cuill 
thoughts be in cuery 
man naturally, & what good 
thoughts be wanting in him - 
it, followeth now to make 
ſomie vſe of this doctrine con- 
cerning mans naturall Imagi- 
nations. 

The firſt vſe ſhall be againft 
all Atheiſts, whothinke the 
Scripture to be meere poli- 
cie, deuiſed by man to keepe 
men in aue. But we arc to 
know. that the holy Scripture 
is no deuiſe of man, bur the 
very word of the euerliuing 
God; which I thus demon- 
ſtrate out of the former do- 
ctrine: The Scripture faith in 
generall, that all the Imagji. 
nations of cucry naturall man 


we euill and that continually, 
Nowe 


—y ww we. 
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Nowe it doth not onely at- 
firme this in generall, but de- 
clares it alſo in particulat; for 
elſewhere it ſhewerh what 
thoſe particular euill thoughts 
be, which the naturall minde 
of man frameth concerning 
God, his neighbour, and him- 
ſelfe. Againe, the ſame Scrip- 
ture faith in generall , That 
good thoughts and ce der. 
ent, ate naturally wanting in 
eucry man; and elſen here it 
declareth in particular M hat 
thoſe good thoughts be 
which enter not into the 
mind of a natural man: both 
theſe haue bin plainly ſhew- 
ed out of the word of God. 
Nowe hereyponit doth ne- 
ceſſarily follow that the 
(cripturc ! is the word of God: 
for let the cunning Meheiſt 
ſhew whence it is that the 
lcrip- 


— — — — — _ — 
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ſcripture doth declare mans 
thoughts; hec cannot ſay, of 
man; for no man knoweth 
the thoughts of another; nay 
he cannot fin Je out his owne 
thoughts: neither can hee aſ- 
cribe it to any angell good or 
bad; tor the minde of man is 
hid from them; they knowe 
not mens thoughts. It remai- 
neth therefore, that as God 
alone 1s the ſearcher of the 
hearts, lo that Scripture 
which declareth vnto man 
what bce his thoughts, is the 
onely word of the ſame God; 
Indced God vſed man for his 
iofirument, incthepenning and 
deliucric of the ſcripture, but 
hee himſelfe by his ſpirite is 
the ſole author thereof. 
Sect. 2. 
That man hath nc free will 
to gced 03 nAINTE, 
The 
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The ſecond vie ſhall bee a- 
gainſt the Papy/r , who aſ- 
cribe to mans will a natural! 
power te that which is truly Bellarm.de 
good, as by it ſe/fe to co-works 8 
with Gods grace in the firſt att dn 
of mans converſion , But the 
charge of cuill heere layd vp- 
on the frame of mans natutall 
heart by God himſelſe, doth 
teach vs otherwiſe for looke 
hovre farre the frame of the 
minde , which is the princi- 
pall part of the ſoule , is cor- 
rupt for thoughts and Imagi. 
nations, ſo farre is the wall, 
the inſeriout part of the ſoule 
corrupt in willing. But the 
minde is naturally fo corrupe 
that it can not thinke a good 
thought. and therefore anſwe. 
rably the will by nature is ſo 
corrupt, that it can not will 
that which is truly good. If it 
H 3 be 


— — — — — — IC — — — 
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be ſaid, that man hath liber- 
tic of will in humanc actions 
and in ciuill duties: Anſw . he 
hath , but yet ſuch actions 
procecding from a corrupt 
fountaine, are ſinnes in cuery 
naturall man, howſocuet for 
the matter of the works they 
may be called good, beeing 
ſuch as God himſelfe ordat- 
ned, 
Fect. 2. 
Of the timely prenerting and 
| ſuppreſſmg of wicked 1. 
mig mations 

The third vie ſhall be for 
admonition vnto them, to 
whome is committed the e- 
ducation of youth, as Parents 
Maſters, Juto, &c. that ſee- 
ing the imaginations of mans 
heart are euill from his youth, 
therefore they muſt all ioyne 
hand in hand betime to ſtop 


vp» 
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vp , or at leaſt to leſſen this 
corrupt fountaine . Parents 
mult ſow the ſeedes of grace 
into the minds of their young 
children, that if it were poſ- 
ble, cuen at their — 
bre aſts they might be nouri- 

ſhed in the faich . Thus dealt 

Lois and Eunice with their 

young Timothie : for Paul 

faith; *be learned the holy Serip- 

twres * of an infant , Then as nen 
their children grow in deſcgc- "_ 
tion and vſe of reaſon, they 

muſt be f nurtered in religion, py, 
and haue the groun$} thereof 

by often repctition driven 

into their hearts: tor this is 

the beſt meancs to free their 
minds,though not ajtogeti-er 

frum naturall Imaginations , 

yet from the force and poi- 

ſon thereof;for *follic is bownd 

to the beart of achilde , but the vo 2215 


H 4 rode 


: Bid. 27. 


eu. 18. ©. 
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rodde of texching, that is,inſtru- 
ction with correction, will 
driue it away from him : yea, 


b Pro.29-15\vhen as the child fer at leber « 


tie mies his mather ahamed. 
yet will the ſoune that is well 
in ru led, gine by father reſt co 
yeild ae 1b ento his ſuule. Fur- 
ther, where Parents lcaue, 
there Maiſters and Tutours 
muſt take hold, building vp 
that good foundation which 
is layde to their hand, that by 
them alſo the ſtreame of mans 
naturall Imaginations may 
bee ſtopped: yea, though pa- 
rents ſhould neglect this du- 
tic towards their owne chil- 
dren, as too wany doe at this 
day, yet each godly maſter, if 
hee defire to haue Gods 
church in his houſe, muſt in 
ſtruct his familie, as * Abraha 
did; and labour for circumci- 


fron 


_— 
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ſion of heart both to his chil- 
dren & ſetuants, cuen as 6 A 
braba did circumciſe not onely 
thoſe that were borne im his fa- 
milie, but alſo thoſe that n ere 
bought for money. Both Parents 
and Maiſters are care ſull to 
preuent diſeaſes, & to breake 
off ſicknes at the beginning 
in their children and ſeruants, 
which by continuance might 
bring bodily death, oh then 
hoe carciull ought they to 
bee, to top detime the courſe 
of necurall Imagination in 
them, which without the ſpe- 
ciall grace of God, will bring 
cternall 'condemnation both 
to ſoule and bodice? And the 
rather muſt this courſc be ta- 
ken in youth, and that be- 
N time, becauſe cuſtome, whe- 
ther in good or cuill, is a ſc- 
| cond nature:for * reach a child 
H 5 "= ki 16. 


6 Gen.17. 23. 
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ler. 13.2 I. 


role. 
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in the trade of his way and i hen 
he ts ola he will not depart from 
t: But, i can the blacke- Moore 
change his chinne, or the leopard 
ber ſpots ? then may he alſo doe 
food that 15 accuſtomed to doc e 
wil: herein the vices of the 
minde, arc like the diſeaſes 
of the body;by longer conti- 
nuance they grow more in- 
curable. Yea, all that ſtudie and 
read the Sctipturcs, either 
for thcir owne private , or 
for the publike good, mult 
ſeeke by prayer to God for 
the ſanctific: tion of their 
mnisdes from this cuill cor- 
zwuption. lealt becing left vn- 
to theimſelues they become 
vaine in their imaginations. 
David a mag according to 
Gods owne heart, praied at 
cat ten times in one* pſalme 
tor the teaching of Godin the 
vader- 


* 8 * : * 
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vnderſtanding of his laue 
oh then what great cauſe 
haue we ſo to doe, whoſe 
| mindes are naturally ſet in e- 


uull worten; becing blinde m C- 
the things of God, not * able 
to perceime chem but on the 
contrary , holy prone to 
:nuent and to embrace that 
which is cuill. 


IColoſi.1.1s 


Sect, g. 
O f repent ance fe or eval 
thoughts 


The ſourth & laſt vſe ſhall 
be for practiſe to euery child 
of God: for if the Imaginati- 
ons ot mans heart be cui'l 
fr om his youth „then there 
muſt be repentance for ſecrct 
thoug hes which neuer come 
into action; yea, though we 
neuer giue conſent of will 

there- 


U 


n Locl 2.13. 
511 


0 Ad. B.:. 


nl. a 


170. Manama 


thereto, When Lell proclai- 
med a faſt, and called the peo- 
ple to humiliation, hee biddes 
them nent their he arts, & not 
their garments and Peter ſaid 
to Simon Magus, © repent of this 
thy wickedhes, and pray God that 
if it be poſſib/e, the thong ht of thy 
heart may bee forgmen thee : 
both which places doe plain- 
ly ſhewe,that true repentance 
is not outward in change of 
ſpeach or attire, bur inward 
in the change of the thoughts 
of the minde, and afteCtions 
of the heart. And hence it is 
that Paule praycth for the 
Theſſalonians, ? that they may 


be ſanctiſied throuzbout, in ſoule, 


im bodie, and ſpirit, that is, in the 
minde , where is the framing 
of the thoughts. Nowe if ſan- 
Ctification bee required ih the 
miade, then muſt there be re- 
pentance 


— 
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pentance of the ſinnes that 
are therein. This dutie the 
Lord himſelfe vouchſafeth to 
teach, and therefore we muſt 
make conſcience to learne 
and practiſe it, if we would 
be truly turned to the Lord. 
And to mooue vs hereunto, 
conſider the reaſons follew- 
ing. 

Firſt, the curſe of God, e- 
uen the pangs and torments 
of the damned, both in this 
life and after death, are due to 
the petſon of man for his 
wicked thoughts: for curſed a 
ewery one (ſaith J Afeſet) that 
continuerh not ws all thorgs that 
are written in the law to doe the: 
ſo that hee which breaketh 
the law but once, and that in 
thoughe only ,is accurſed,be- 
cauſe he hath not done all 
things that are written there- 


1-X cafors 


qDeut.27.6 , 
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I 
i; cr. 1 22. 
Pro. 15.26. 

{ 
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in. Now wicked thoughts are 
a breach of the lau: for Salo. 
mon ſanh, Doe not they erre 
that ima tne emi and againe, 
The thoughts of the wicked are 
an — to the Lord: 
yea , the want of good 
thoughts is a breach of the 
Law:for Chriſt ' ſanh, Thou 
ſhalt loue the Lord thy God 
with all thy theught:and ther- 
fore wicked thoughts muſt 
needes deſerue this cutſe. The 
fall of the deuills was mott 
fearctull and itrecouerable, 
& (though it be not certen , 
yet) molt D uines agree in 
this, that their ſinne was firſt 
in thought; and therefore 
wicked thoughts are deadly 
euills. Alſo to ſhew the wic- 
kednes of euill thoughts, God 
hath ſer this brand ypon them 
ſincethe fall of Adam that 


by 


Imagmations. 173 


by them not onely mans bo- 
dy, but alſo his minde and 
memorie , are far ſooner con- 
founded x Ta by outward ac- 
cidents ; this was not ſo by 
creation , and therefore it is 
the heauic curſe of God ypon 
them, 

Secondly , theſe wicked 
thoughts be the roote and 
beginning of all euill in ge- 
ſture, word, and deede; there 
cannot be an a ion before 
there be a theught: for this is 
the ordcr hereby our acti- 
ons are produced: hrft the 
minde thinketh ; then that 
thought delighteth the atfe- 
&ion, and from that com- 
meth conſent of will; after 
conſent of will, commeth ex- 
ecution of the action, after 
executiou commeth trade and 
cuſtome by often 1 
: an 


2.K cafon. 


ducing a 
ons. 


* * 
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and ypon cuſtome ( if the 
worke be cuill )commeth the 
curſe, xhich is eternall death. 
How great a cauſe therefore 
haue we to repent vs of the 
wicked Imaginations of our 
hearts ? The old world in- 
deede was drowned for their 
actuall abhominations, but no 
doubt, the Lord had great 
reſpect in that iudgement to 
their wicked chouguits, which 
were tl.c rootc of all: and 
therforc he ment en then 
as a caulc ot thc Hood Sen. 
6.5. 

In this repentance three 
things are required;firlt , a 
duc examin:ton of our heœartt 
concerning theſe imaginati- 
ons ; Which we may take by 
the knowledge of thole 
points before handled , of 
mars naturall thoughts con- 


COT 
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cerning Cod, his neighbour, 
& him ſeife: And to further vs 
bhetein we muſt remember 
that all the euill thoughts be- 
fore mentioned be in vs na- 
turally, ſo as if we be left to 
our ſelues, when occaſion is 
offered, we will conceiue 
them in our mindes ; as that 
there is no God; that the word of 
God i; fooliſines, &c. Againe we 
mult heare Gods word prea- 
ched attentiuely, & apply, not 
onely our out ward ſenſes, 
but our mindes alſo thereto, 
that ſo it may enter into our 
hearts; forthe word of God, 
working in the heart will dif- 
couer vnto a man what be his 
thoughts : This word (faith 
the holy * Ghoſt) « mightie 
noperation and ſbarper then a 
1 edged 8 — 
through ewen rothe denidng 4 
ſrnader 


—  — — 


rr... 


F $2.Praycrfor 
pardon of 
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[under of the ſouſe and the ſpi- 


rits, the toys and the marrow, 
(F us 4 diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart: At the 
preaching of this word the 
ſecrets of the heart of an infi- 
dell are diſcouered ; if allpro- 
pheci ſaith b Paul) and there 
come nam inſidell, or one um- 
learned be us rebuked of all men , 
and indged of all, and ſo are the 
ſecrets of bis hears made mani- 


. m—_— downe, 
_ God , ſaying 
— God u in the prophers in- 
deede. Secondly, after exa- 
mination , wee mult pray 
for the pardon of our cull 
thoughts; A piaine comman- 
dement of this duty , Peter 
giues to Symon Magus f 72 
to God ſavth he that the t 
of thine heart may be ſorginen 
thee : And vndoubtedly be 


— That 
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that hath not grace to pray 
for the pardon of his cvill 
thoughts, hath not true re- 
pentance in his heart. Third- 


iy, we mult ſeeke to reforme thou,hes, 


our minde of euill thoughts; 
this is a further matter then 
reformation of life: And it is 
expreſſely commanded bythe 


holy ghoſt.*Be ye renued in the dEpheit4-:;. 


ſpirit of your minds , that is, in 
the moſt inward and ſecret 
part of your ſoules, euen 
where the thoughts and ima- 
ginations are framed and cõ- 
ceiued: This duty muſt be re- 
membred; for Chriſtian rehi- 
gion conſiſteth not in out- 
ward ſhewes and behaujour , 
though thereby we may giue 
comfortable teſiimony of 
Gods inward graces) but it 
ſtandes ptincipally in the 
mind, add in the heatt, which 
muſt 


—Ru— ——— 
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mult therefore be reformed 
with the powers and faculties 
thereof. 


n 
2 
[4 
CHAP, VIIL | 
Rules for the reformation of | | 
aur cu hong hei. ˖ 
Sect. 1, 

Our thoughts muſt be | 
brought tinto obeds- 


ence to God, 


Or the reformation of our 
thoughts, ſundric rules 
muſt be obſerued: firſt, That 
we bring all our thaug hit t into the 
obedience of G. Euery man 
will grant that words and 

actions, muſt be in ſubicRi- 
on; but 1 ſay further, euery 
thought in the mind mult be 
| conceiued in obedience to 
, God, and no otherwaies Sa- 

1. * 
N lomon * faith , eftablith thy 
thoug hes 


b. Rule. 


LY 
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gbr by connſell , which 
may admis this meaning, that 
a man mult not conceive 2 
thought in his minde, vnleſſe 
he haue counſel! and warrant 
from the word of God fo to 
thinke:AndS. Paul. faith. * 
The weapons of our warref..re 
(ipeaking of the preaching 
of the goſpell) are nor carnall 
but mig bie thraugh God to 
throw dawne holds,caſting dem ne 
the Imagmations , and every 
thing that us exalted 4 amſt 
the knowledge of G, and — 
ing into captrvitie cuery f Ho 

to the obedrence of Chriſt; — 
vs to vnderſtand , that thoſe 
who ſubmir themdues to the 
miniſtrie of ih woFd mult be 
of this mind not onely ro be 
conformable therevnto in 
word and Mon, but in eve- 
ry thought of their minde, 


| cuca 
+ 
| 


t2 Cor. 10 5, 


© ——<—_—— 
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cuen thoſe muſt bowe the 
knee to Chriſt : bo ſocuet 
with men we ſay rhowght « 
free, yet with God ir is not for 
And mdced he which hath 
effe ctually receives the gracg 
of Chriſt, will endeauour to 
yeild obedience as well in 
thought, as in word and acti- 
on: Whatſoener things are true 
(ſaith 8 Paul)#hatſoency things 
are honeſt, whatſoener thing! 
are iuſt, pure, and pertame to lone; 
whatſoexer thmgs are of good re- 

, if there be any vertur, if 
_ be any . (he ſaith 
not onely doe * theſe things, 
but ) x Ay on theſe things, 
where the cemmandement 
is plaine,that a mans thoughts 
muſt be holy, car, iuſt, and of 
ſuch things as are prafeworthy 
and of good repory, that ſo they 


- may be conceiued in obedi- 


ence to God. 


Fe ct. 2 


er 


„ ST „„ 


1 


Sect. 2. 
Of the guarding of our 
arts. 
G 

The ſecond rule for the te- 
formation of our thoughts, is 
giuen by Salomon © keepe , or 
conntergard thy heart aboue all 
watch and ward , that is guard 
and keepe thy heart more che 
any thing that is watched cr 
guarded, whether citie, houſe, 
treaſute or ſuch like; and thc 
reaſon adioyned ſheyveth 
the neceſhies of the rule; for 
aut of it come the iſſnes of life. 

In the right guarding of 3 Tha 
the heart,three duties muſt be of the — 
performed fuſt we mult 
coueu ant with our outward 
ſenſes , reſoluing fully with | 
our ſelues by Gods grace, 
that none of them ſhal be the | 
inſtru- 


| Fr0-4-23- 


— 


K Db. 3 


I Pal us. zy. 
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inſtruments, the beginning ot 
occaſion of any ſinne in heart, 
or life , This covenant K [ob 
made with his eien, not to looks 
vpon a maid, to luſt after her: 
And David ! prayed the Lard 
to dire heepe his cies from 
beho/d1mg vanitie:; Now looke 
how theſe holy men dealt 
with their eyes, ſo muſt wee 
proportionably deale for all 
the outward ſenſes of out bo- 


dy; byuding them all, after 
their — being the 


meancs of prouocation to 
any ſinne: This dutie is moſt 
neceſlarie , for the outward 
ſenſes be the doores & win- 
dowes of the foule, and vn- 
eſſe good care be had there- 
to, the dcuill will emer in by 
them and fill the ſoule with 

all corruption. 
Secondly, we muſt obſerme 
our 
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our cuil! thoughts, and at 
their firſt aryſing, ſtop and te- 

T ſtraine them , not ſuffering * 


obe them to take any place in our 
x hearts : this is a ſpeciall 
rd meanes to yes and guard 
* the heart; for frõ the thoughts 
ce proceede all bad deſires, cor- 


rupt affections, euill words & 
ons : the minde muſt firſt 
1 conceine before the will can 
deſite, or the affections bee 
delighted, or the members of 
the bodie — any thing, 
| ſo that whatſocuer is of a 
looſe life, and bad behaviour, 


it commeth from the pro- . 
phanefle of his heart in evill N 


thoughts : neither can it bee 
hoped that any man ſhould 
_— bis lite that will n | wy 
guard his heart, and keepe his * 


mind from wicked imagina- 


tions:the deuill cannot worke 
In his . | 


« 
| | 


RJ 


—_ 
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his will ypon mans affections, 
or preuaile ouer mans will 
but by thoughts, & therefore 
it is neceflarie , that the firſt 
motions of cuill in the minde 
bee reſtrayned at the begin- 
ning. 

Thirdly, wee muſt with all 
eare cheriſh and maintaine e- 
very good motion of Gods 
ſpirn that is cauſed in vs by 
the miniſtcrie of the word, or 
by the aduiſe of Gods chil. 
dren : for theſe are the ſparkes 
and flames of grace, which 
Paul meaneth when he faith, 
m quench not the ſpire. 


SeR.3. 
\Of the ele nation of the 


beart to 


Thirdly, for the reformati- 
on of our thoughts wee muſt 
often 


185 


minde 
where 


| us did Da- 


nid vnro thee,oÞ [or {doe 14 a Plalayhb 


»: And Paule Jays 


of tmſelte & cher Chrifti- 


hey ad their con- 


verſation n he. inen, sgifier 


e Whic 


dy an e neeve 10 
h v ay ſhould c Irre. 4. 
1 


— — 
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giuing and receiuing of bread 
and wine doth repreſent and 
ſcale vp voto vs our commu- 
nion and participation of the 
bodice and blood of Chriſt 
given for our redemption : 
Now the principall action on 
our behalfe therein required, 
is this Eleuat iam of the heart 
wnto God, as well for the con- 
templation of Gods infinite 
mercie in Chriſt, & of Chriſts 
eudleſſe loue to vs, as for the 
application of his merits to 
our owne ſoules by the hand 
of faith, as alſo for the ſpiri- 
euall reſignation of ourſelucs 
in ſoules and bodies, by way 
of thankfulnes, to him that 
hath redeemed vs, Further 
touching this Elſexation wee 
muſt remember, that it ought 
to be eur continuall and or- 
dinatie action ynto God ; for 


bich bangeth ſol 
Jaw ne and 


oe nothing 
180 
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muſt vſe this heauenly Ele- 
vation: firſt in the morning» 
by prayer, thankeſgiuing, or 
both, betore the cogitations 
of any earthly affaites come 
into our mindes, that ſo we 
may gine vnto God the firſt 
fruits of our thoughts cuery 
day . Secondly, in the eue- 
ning before wee lay downe 
our bodies toreſt, for who 
knoweth when hee layeth 
himſelfe downe to fleepe 
whether cuer hee ſhall riſe a- 
gaine alue? Thirdly, at any 
other time of the day, where- 
in wee receiue any bleſſing 
from God temporall, or ſpiri- 
tuall, or doc feele our ſelucs 
to ſtand in neede of any of his 
gifts, or graces : for ſecing e- 
uery good gift comes from 
him, is it not reaſon we ſhould 
giue this glorie to his name; 
to 
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to life yppe our hearts to his 
throne of grace, whenſocuer 
wee re ceiue or expect the 


fame from his bounrifull 
hand ? 


Fect. 5. 
Of the aſſurance of our pti- 
ular reconciliation 


with God, 


Fourthly, for the reforma- (Role. 
tion of our thoughts, we mult 
lab wer to be aſſured in our hearts 
by Gods ſpirite, of aur particular 
reconciliat:d with Cod in Chriſt. 
This is that 65 on ce of the 
lone of God n b:ck raſſeth krow 
ledpe, for which Paw'c, bowed 
his knees unto the father of om 
Lord ſeſus Chri l. in the bc halt 

the Epheſians: in tegarde 

hereof Paul eſtemed al t EOS 1» Phillip 3 
hoſle. ea 40 bee droſſe and 4 e. 
| 4 No i\\ C 
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x 


190 Mans natrrall 
Nowe when this aſſurance is 
ſettled in our hearts, it will 
purifie not onely the will and 
affections, but alſo the firſt 
motions and thoughts of our 
mindes : Hee that bath in him- 

ſelfe this hope ( ſaith, S. Jobs 


bk 1. lob. 3.3. puriſiet h himſeife as God ts pare. 


For when a man ſhall bee 
truly perſwaded in his heart. 
that of a vile ſinner, euen the 
child of wrath, he is made the 
child of God, and a veſſell of 
honour acceptable to God, 
exi-ying his loue, and fauour 
in Crit then will hee reaſon 
thus with himſclfe, hath God 
of his endleſſe mercie vouch. 
ſafed to receiue mee into his 
grace and fauour, that other- 
waics ſhould haue beene a 
fyrebrand of hell for euer- 
more : oh then, howe ſhouldI 
ſuffer my minde,my will, and 
affections 


ſpleaſe 10 gratious 
a God » and caſt my ſelſe out 
of his loue and fauour ny, 
bur will imploy Wy ſoule 
which hee hath redeemed 
with all the powers and fa- 
cultics thereot, as capons o 
ng hreouſnes for the aduance- 


ment of his gore. 


ect. 5; 
0 f beritnal 10 ois ſicle 14 


ton. 
Laſtly, if wer would te- 
forme our thoughts, wee 
youe aur [elwe? to ſpirits ill con ſi- 
deration or meditation By Spiri- 
tall cos ſider at ion | mcanc any 


action of the winde cenued 


and ſanctificd, whereby 
doth ſerioully 
thole things which may fur- 

ts ther 


1. ot. 3 


— — 
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ther ſaluation. This conſidera- 
tion I call ſpiritnall, to diltfh- 
guiſh it from earthly plot- 
ting care, whereby naturall 
men ſhew themſelues wiſe & 
prouident for the thinges of 
this life, though in the mat- 
ters of God which concerne 
ſaluation,they bce blinde and 
ignorant. Alſo I adde, it muſt 


S 
be an action of a mindern 


ed and ſanctiſed, becauſe the 
naturall man percciucih not the 
things of the ſpirit of God, they 
ſeeme fooliſhnes vnto him, 
and therefore he cannot giue 
his minde ynto them, 

Nowe the cxccllent vſe of 
this rule will plainly appeare 
by the fruitfuil practiſe of it 
in the Prophet Dauid : for 
what was more vfuall with 
him then fvirituall and hea- 
uenly meditation? ſometime 


pan 
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vpn Gol himſe/fe ; ſometime 1 
k on the works s of God; lome- 
time on his N16 wages and © 
m contmmally on Gods word : 
now ſanctilying = dutie by 
praier, as it is plum hec did 
continually, Pal. 19. 14. Let 
the . of »y he. Ie, ob 
Lord, bee, accept ble 1 : thy et: 
hence it came to paſſe, that 
hee profe ſſed an " barred vnto 
vaine inuentions, hich arc the 
Ploper effe Cts of anvi'rc for- 
med minde: and on the con- 
trarie, by this godly practiſe 
he "got more wnder/t. wn amg the 
bis teachers ; yea hee attained 
to this excellent ſtate of a re- 
nued mmde, that P Hh raines, 
whereby hee meanes the moſt 
ſectet part ot his ſoule, caught 
ham in the night ſeaſon 5 


in rcaſon wee may perceiue 


the tiuch heereof : for ſeeing 
contrarics 


506.75. 
k Pi 114-97 
- 6229 59 

Pt 


„ Pi. 
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contraries doe mutually ex- 
pell one another hat can be 
more effectuall to purge the 
minde of cuill thoughts, then 
to exerciſe the ſame with ſpi- 
rituall conſiderations: 2 
when through the bleſſing of 
God, theſe ſhall take place, 
the other mult needes bee 
gone: inregarde whereof it 
Mall not be amiſſe ſomeu hat 
to inſiſt in the handling of 
them. 

CHAP. IX. 
Of ſprituall conſideration Con 

cerumg God. 
Sect. 1. Of the com drr of 

Gods preſence. 

Puitwall confider ations ſes- 
ung for the reformation 

of our thoughts,doth eicher 
concerne Gad, or our ſelnes. 
That which concerneth God 
cortaineth many branches, 
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but I will inſiſt in foure eſpe- 
cially. Firſt, rowehmg Gods pre- 
ſence, wherby a man doth 
thinke and fo teſolue him- 
ſelfe, that whereſocucr he 18, 
he ſtands before God, and 
that all histhoughts, wordes, 
and deedes are naked in Gods 
ſight: Dauids heart was filed 
with this conſideration, when 
he penned the 129. pfaime-: 
for that whole pſalme from 
the beginning to the ende 
ſetueth to expreſſe this holy 
cogitation of Gods preſence: 
the like iu preſſion muſt wee 
labour to haue in our hearts 
touching Gods prefence: for 
it is the mol notable meanes , 
to cleanſe the heart from euill 
thoughts, to teſtraine the will 
and affections from wicked 
delights, and to kecpe in or- 
der the whole man, 9 

m 


fal. 3.4 


dPſel. 3.6. 
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him to Nand in the awe of 
Gods commandements. Da. 

uid ſaith, * The feare of the 
Lord is chang meaning there 
by,that that man w hich hath 
the feare of God in his heart 
ariſing from this conſiderati- 
on of Gods preſence, hath a 
cleane and pure heart. This 
conhderation allo is a nota- 
ble meanes of comfort in the 
time of trouble and danger: 
hence David" faith, Hong b 1 
malle through the valley of the 
ſhaddow of death , I well feare 
none euil: for the Lord i with 
we : and hence it was that 4 
he wouldnor be afraid for tenne 


thouſandof the people that ſhould 
riſe vp ag ainſt hum. 


197 Imi1gmations. 
Sect. 2. 


The conſideration of Coda 


indgements, 


The ſecond confideration 
touching God, is of his ardge- 
ments, not onely thoſe which 
were done of old, and axe tre- 
corded in the Scripture, or o- 
ther hiſtorics ; but cucn his 
late iudgements which wee 
behold, or heare to fall ypon 
Kingdomes, IT owncs,particu- 
lar houſes, and perſons, mutt 
we carefully lay vnto our 
hearts, Of the want bcreof 
the Lord complaineth among 
his people ſaying ,* Thewho/e 
land lreth waſt, becauſe no man 
ſenteth his minde on is : giving 
vs toynderſtand , that the 
negletof due conſideration 
of Gods iudgemeut brought 
deſo- 


d Ter 12.3% | 


| 
| 
| 
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deſolation to the whole land, 
and therefore the want ther- 
of is a maine and gricuous 
fnne, bringing further iudge- 
ments witn It, 

God hach fundry times ſent 
kis iudgements among vs ; 
— by plague, and fa- 
mine ; and particularly on 
ſundrie families, and perſons ; 
but who regardeth them? 
Wherefore vnleſſe wee wall 
double Gods iudgements 
vpon vs, let vs remember our 
dutie, and ſeriouſſy thinke vp- 
on them. And that this conſi- 
deration may be profitable 
vnto vs, we muſt doe three 
things :fuſt, we muſt carefully 
obſerue, marke, and remem- 
ber them: Pſal. 19.5 2. 7 re- 
member thy Indgements of old, 
O LM. The Lords people 
were much wanting therein, 
25 


Imagmations 199 
as Pſal. 78. 11. 42. Secondly, 
we muſt apply chem to our 
owne perſon in particular, 
fo as the thought thereof may 
make vs afraid, though th 
befall others. When © Haba- 
kackin a viſion ſaw the iudge- 
ments of God, which were to 
come ypon the Che/dean:s,the 
conſideration thereof was fo 
powerfull with him, that it 
mide him tremble and quake 
In a familie when the father 
beateth his ſetuant the child 
feareth 3 and when one 
child is bearen, then all the 
reſt crie: euen ſo when God 
our father powreth downe 
his indgements, though vpon 
the heathen , yet wee muſt 
feare; but when any of his 
children are aſſlicted, it muſt 

ſtrike ſoare to our hearts 


Thirdly, we mult make vie of 
Gods 


c Hab. . 


463 , 
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Gods judgments that light 
vpon others, by applying 
them to our ſelucs . When 
certainemen brought newes 
to our Saujour Chriſt of an 
heauie iudgement vpon ſome 
f Galile um, whoſe blood Plate 
bad mingledwth ther om ne ſa- 
criſicet. immediately our Savi- 
our labours to bring them 
that told him to make vſe 
thereof for their owne good, 
ſaying , that thereby they 
ought to be mooued to re- 
pentance: forthey that were 
flaine, were no greater ſin- 
ners then the reſt: and there- 
fore except they who told that 
newes did amend their lines , 
they ſhould alſo peri» . So that 
whenſorner we ſee or heare 
of any iudgement of God 
ypon others, wee mult there- 
by be mooued to repent: and 
tbus 


ſpake 
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thus doing, we ſhall come to 
a right conſideration of gods 
ludgements. 


Sect. 3. 
The conſideration of Gods 


werd. 


The third conſideration 
concerning God , is of bus 
word, Dauid maketh it the 
propertic of a 6/eſſed man, 5to 
meditate in the law of God da 
andnight : and he — 
of himſelſe, that vas bis me- 
ditation continually: yea often- 


pong 
TIT" . 


19.45. 


k v. 16. 


times he promiſeth toi meds. El-. 


tate is Gods precents, to* delight 
m Gods fatuter. This is | Ma» 
ries praiſe, that ſhes kept in her 
heart ſimdrie things which leſow 
And ſo ought euery 

child of God , high ot low, 
daily and continually to me- 
ditate 


„ 


— 


*Rom 45-4 


Ter. 15. 16. 
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ditate in the word of God- 
But, alas, this dutie is little 
knowne and lefle practiſed: 
men are ſo farretrom medita- 
ting in Gods word , that 
they are ignorant of it. A- 
mong many families you 
ſhall ſcarſe finde the booke 
of God: and ſuch as haue it, 
for the moſt part, doe little 
vic it. The ſtatutes of the land 
are by very many ſearched 
our diligently , but in che 
meane time the ſtatutes of 
the Lord are litle regarded : 
oh that men knew the ſweete 
comfort of the Scripturet, then 
certenly they would account 
their meditation therein ® 
the io and rewyeing of their 
heart, 

Now the right confiderati- 
on of Gods word conſiſts in 
three things: firſt, we mult 


obſeru®© 
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obſerue the true ſenſe , and 
meaning of that which wee 
heare, or read; ſecondly, we 
muſt marke what experience 
we haue had ofthe truth of 
the word in our one per- 
ſons zas in the exerciſes of 
Repentance, & Inuocation of 
Gods name , and in all our 
Temptations:this is a ſpeciall 

int in this meditation, A ith» 
out which the former is no- 
thing. Thirdly, we muſt con- 
Gder how farre forth we haue 
beene anſwerable to Gods 
word in obedicnce,and wher- 
in we haue beene defectiue 
by tranſgreſſions. Againe in 
the — of God, there bee 
both commandements, and 


prom iſſes: The conſideration 


of Gods conunandements is 
a notable meanes to direct, & 
moderate , not onely our 
words, 
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words, and deedes, bur alſo 


our ſectet thoughts and de- 


fires:for if before we thinke, 
before we will, ot ſpeake any 
thing, we would fu ſt confider 
that god cõmands vs te think, 
to v ill and ſpeake thus and 
thus; this would nig! = 
Aay , and ſuppreſſe 10 vsa 

corrupt Thouchrs and de- 
ſires, all euill words, and acti- 
ons: The promwiſies of God 
likewiſe «duly cõſideted would 
great'y further vs in good 
Thoughts : for to them that 
think on | mn things, ſhall be 
merc e and Trath . Prov. 14. 
22. The cauſe then why man 

that know the will of God, 8 
much faile in particular obe- 
dience is becauſe that with 
their knowledge, they doe not 
ioyne this ſetious confiderati- 
on of Gods commande- 
ments, 


mel 
I 
on 
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and promilles, and 
Came to their occaſi- 


ments 
apply the 


ons. 


Sect 4. 
The conſider ten of Gods 


wo kes- 
The fourth confideration 
eo cetrung God of hit workes: 
Dauid aich, The 


workes of the Led ave great, 
of als chat ePALry 


* lexation 


— 
„ WOrKkcs of mercie an 
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vyoll, Timbrell and Pype, and 
wine in their feaſts, and reg ar- 
ded nor the works of God. nor con 
Ae red the works of his bands ; 
whereby we may ſee that the 
negle& hereof, is a gricuous 
hane,and yer it is the commõ 
ſinne of this age. 

Now ſor the better per- 
formance of this dutie, wee 
muſt thus proceede; firſt we 
muſt conhder our creation , 
how the Lord gaue vs being, 
when we were — and 
how he made vs reaſonable 
creatures, & not brute beaſts, 
yea,hecreated vs in his owne 
image, when as he might if 
it had ſo pleaſed him, haue 
marleys Toades, & Serpents; 
Secondly, we muſt confider 
his good providence ouer vs, 
howe he hath preſerved our 


life from time, totime , and 
layed 
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(aued vs from many dangers * 
And bis great patience mult 
not be tor gotten, how be hath 
ſpared vs from the tighteous 
frdoements of our ſinnes; hee 


might haue coſt vs into hell, 
jn our mothets wombe, or lo 
ſoone 35 WEE were borne for 
our original nne: But hee 
hath given v a large time of 
Repentance- Heete allo wee 


muſt conſidet his exceeding 


might haue ſuffeted vS do 


haus beene borne among lau- 
dels : but behold wee V ere 
he boſome of Gods 


our ſaluation, 
and Sacraments 3 but in his 
render met cic hee hath 


vouchſafed them vato v to 
K 1 bring 
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bring our ſoules to life. Hee 
might haue, d bardned ow 
hearts agaunſt his feare , and 
blinded our cies ag art hit 
ht, but yet he hath enlight- 
ned our mindes to knowe his 
truth, and ſoftned our hearts 
cauſing vs to crie vato him 
for the pardon of our finne; 
he might haue 4 given v5 vp to 
4 reprobate ſenſe , when wee 
ſwerued from his teſtimo- 
nies, and reguzrded nat the 
knowledge of his will: but 
loe, as 2 louing father he hath 
often © chaſtened v1.for our pro- 
ft, that wee might bee partakers 


Rel. 12. io. of h holmes Hce mi »hr haue 


left vs comfortles vnder the 
reproch of the wicked, but hee 
hath vouchſafed vs his ſpirit, 
for our euetlaſting comfor- 
ter. Thus muſt we dulie con- 
der of all theſe wonderfull 
workes 


Pele 2 


h ttou- 


man ca 
if Corr WE alevP- 
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that can tightly meditate ou 
Gods goodneſſe towards 
him in all his workes, ſhall be 
able with patience to ſupport 
his ſoule vnder the greateſt 
croſſe. A practiſe heereof we 
may {ce in Dauid who being 
in a moſt greeuous temprati- 

Pf. y. on, ſo as he cried out, ® [the 
Lords mercie cleane gone d hath 
he forgotten to be mercifull cc, 
Did yet recouer himſelfe by 
the conſideration of Gods for- 
mer workes of mercie, and af his 

(IS came of old, whereof he had 
ev perience in his on vc perſon, 


CHAP. X. 
Of ſpirituall conſiderations 
which concerne our 


ſ[elner, 
Ject. 


211 


Im unten,. 
Fect. 5 · 
The con ſderation of eur 
owne per ſon all 
{innes. 


He conſiderations which 
teſpect vur ſelues ate (ix: 
Firſt, WE wiſt ce ſidet of arn⸗ 
| ſonal ſinne tʒas well the cot- 
| ruptions of our hearts, 281 
ectuall Tianſgreſſions 0 
N ue This Was Dauids 
_ 
| practile [ conſidered n waies apl. uf. f 


) and turned nn fecte, 
The lewes 


&i- 


8 conſidetation of out 


— — B — 8 
—— — — — — 
x 


Sea-ſhoare, Queſt. But what if 
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minde in what mare” £5 
haue finned ; whether of ig 
norance or of knowledge, ri 
veakneſſe through infirmuic 
or of wilſulneſſe through pre · 


ſumption : Secondiy, ve mutt 


dulie waighe the grratne of 


our particularhnnes, euen o. 
the leaſt of them, remem 

bring this, that by cucry fivre 
wee commit, Gods infinite 
maieſtie is diſpleaſed, and his 
'vftice violated: Thirdly, wee 
nuſt conſider the mer of 
our finnes ; which wee ſhall 
acereſt attaine ynto, by ſear- 
ching out our Thoughts, our 
wills, & affections, out words, 
& actions, all which being di- 
ligently obſcrued , will mak: 
vs crie out, that they bee ir: 
number as the haires of out 
head, and the ſands by the 


2 


r 


forgwen; 
me, a 
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time to comes 
Sect. 2. 
Of mus miſerie throweh 
his ſmmnes. 
Secondly, wee muſt conf1- 
der the mi ſerie into which enery 
one is plumg ed by nature th ongh 
Adams fall, ani his on uc ſinnes, 
This was Jobs moditation , ſay- 
ing, * Man that views of 4 
mom im, hath but a ſhort time to 
line he is ful] of miſerie e and ſo 
goeth on moſt riotably de- 
ſcribing the miſerie of man: 
yea, this was Salothons co 
fideration in the whole book 
of Eccleſiaſtes, rom the be- 
ginning to the end. 
| Nowe that this conſidera- 
Co 5 — tion may take place in our 
thed our, hearts, wee muſt enter into a 
rticular view of this our na- 
tettall miſerie: the prineipall 


braucher whereof _ 
rſt, 


* 


tweene G 


fellowſhip with the 
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od and Vs and this is 
the ſpeciall part of mans mi- 


ſerie. Secondly, ſoctetie 4 

danmed ſpi- 
rits the dewill and al his angelt; 
Qanding in this, that man y 
nature beareth the image ot 
the deuill, and withall petkor- 
him in the 
ractiſe of Wing, iniuſtice, 


crueltie, and all manner 0 


inne. Thardly, all manner 
al umitiet in this life , as igno- 
minie in good name, paines 
and diſeaſes in the bodie, loſ- 
ſes, and damage? in friends, 
and in all tempotall bleſſings 
whatſocucTr- Fourthly, the bor- 
rear Of 4 guiltie 0 gence, 
which 1530 IX ſelfe the begin- 
K 5 | 


grlt a ſeparate fran, all fellon Ha. 5 


ſpip with God for as Ia ſaith, 
Our inne, haue ſep rated be- 


umg. 


* 


| 
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ning of hell cormenes : for it 
is our accuſer vnto God, out 
Iudge to giue ſentence again! 
vs, and the very hang-man of 
our ſoules to condemne vs e- 
terually. Fiftly, the ſcrond 
death, which is the full appre- 
henfowof the eternal! turic 
of Gods wrath, both in bedi: 
and ſoule eternally. This cor 
ſideration muſt be often viec 
of euery man, to mooue him 
to repentance, and 1ti1s very 
effectuall thereur ta: for if we 
doc but confider howe a man 


ſor the paine of one tootn 


will be ſo grieued, that hee 
could with with all his heart 
to be out of the worlde, that 
his paine were ended; of 
chen how great ſhal we think 
the apprehenſion of the full 
wrath of God to bee, ſeazing 
notypon one little member, 
but 


* 
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hole wan 
but vpon the * 
borh Fodhe and ſoule, & that 


reatnes of this ter- 


rour and there orc iT muſt bc 
h to beginne 


ent auc 


(ſaith Petet) for y 


ſarie the deal. 2 ab ous lie 0 


king hene 


ma 6 
practice towards the inc 
ous man, 


woyned to bee excom 


m— 


Lyon, 
— This was P awie? 


whom hee had en- 


cate, 


— — , 


| I (Co 1. 
n 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
% 
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cate, for after he heard of his 
repentance , hee gaue directi- 
on that hee ſhould bee recei- 
ued into the Church ag aine /eaft 
bes were ſwallowed wp of aner 
much heaume g, and ſo Sathan: 
ſhould circunrvent them : for 
(ſaith * hee) wee are not u- 
rant of bis enterpriſes . It for. 
raigne enemies ſhould ſecke 
the inuaſion of our land, not 
onely our magiſtrates, but e- 
uorie otdinarie man Well aſte- 
cteꝗ to his Countrey:, weuld 
berhinke himſelfe what coaſt 
were the weakett, that thether 
preſent defence might bee 
ſent to keep out the enemies; 

even ſo, ſeeiag the deuill doth 

aſſault vs daily, wee mult en- 

ter into ſerwus conſideration 

of our thonghis, wills; und af- 

fections, aud ſee in what part 

we bee moſt weuake, and in 

what 
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{ what inclination Satan may 
n moſt caſily prenaile againſt 
- Þ vs, which we ſhall beſt eſpie 
| by obſeruing the ſinnes of our 
„ lives ; and this will make vs 
+ Þ armeourſcluesagainft him by | 
{ Gods grace, euen in the wea- | 
Left parts, that hee breake not 
to our hearts, to the ruine of 
our ſoules. ö 
This conſideration concer- 
1cth all men, not onely the 
Juſſolute and ſinnefull, but e- 
nen thoſe that haue receiued 
molt grace. It were inſinite to 
goe through all the tempta- ! 
tions of Satan: conſider this ' 
- for all, whereby he kills - | — 


thany a ſoule 3 Through the dangerous 
temptation, | 


W 


whole | courſe of mens liues, 
he labowfeth to fill their 
nas with carvall ſecuritis, 
a bring them to * 

cnc 


- %. 


* 
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the ordinary meanes of ſalua- 
tion; — he ſeckes to 
keepe them in this eftate 
all their life long: but in the 
end he takes an other coutſe, 
for when death approcheth, 
then he ſeekes ro ſtrike their 
mindes with obliuion of gods 
mercies,and to fill their ſoules 
with ecrrours/ in regard of 
their ſinnes „ and of Gods 
judgements due ynto them; 
that ſo bereauing them of al. 
hope of mercie,he may bring 
them te finall defpaite : Wee 
therefore beeing forewarned 
of his deadly fraud, mutt ſeri- 
ouſly bethinke our ſelucs of 
this temptation, and catt with 
our ſelues euery day how to 
auoide it. This we Gal doe it 
we ſhake offcarnall ſecuntie , 
and negligence inthe meancs 
of our — and prouide 
bertimes 


loue and Fayour » 


J 
| when death ſhall come, wee 
may be free from the tettom | 
of an cuill conſcience, & hauc 
trong hope: and comtolation 
(uit leſus. | 
Sect. 4 
Oſe pati lar enat. 
Fourthly we mult confidet 
The Lord 


ur particul en x 

onplameth of the want 
Lercot ww his OW" 
| Ob that they were wile » 
world they eottfider this 


onA conſicler their latter end. f 
in chis hee? 


confideration [ 
GoOunes mal! 


— 


people, | 
 _ an | 
T" Deut. 

7 hey 4 .- | 


he obſerved : 
earh is 


vACertaine, 
it when he mu 


werk W 
- thirdly » that the 
warmer 


* 
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manner of his death is vncer- 
taine, none knoweth by what 
death he ſhall glorifſie God 
and therefore | a we may 
not deceiue our ſelues , wee 
wuſt thinke that moſt reare- 
full, and greivous ends may 
befall vs, in regard of the bo- 
dily payne, and torment , 
euẽ then when we little feare 
or ſuſpect any ſuch thing. 
This conſideration will bee a 
notable meanes, to ſtirre vp 
our hearts either to beginne, 
or renew our repentance : 
when wicked ® Abab heard 
of his fearefull end, hee was 
humbled : And the Vidi, 
becing told of their ſudden 
| deſtructis, orepented in Sack- 
cleath, and Ades, dm to 
| the Lord 


Sect.5- 


= 
ez TT we 
* 


Geer e ww Ww 


Gder with 
moſt ſerioully, of 
account and * of all 
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Set. 5* 


offre be accompt © 


the laſt day. 


ve mul? often con” 
our {el ues, and that 


that ſtraig hi | 


puch, 


r tbesg ber verd. and altions, 


which we muſt make vo G 

& the laſt day of wdgement This 
is the principall conſideration 
of all, and the Want hereof 2 
fearfull ſinne, arguing great 


neglige ace Agnorance; blynd- 
and hardu es d 


ler come into 
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him void of all conſideration» 
fith he hath nothing to pay: 
when his account 13 to bee | 
made ? loe, this, or worſer is 
the molt mens caſe, who in 
this life purſue their profits 
and pleaſures, with all eager- 
nes, they care not how, neucr 
regarding that reckonning 
which they muſt make vnto 
God, at his terrible day of ac- 
counts with all the world: 
and therefore though the 
former cõſiderations will not, 
yet let this take place in our 
hearts, to mooue ys to a dail 

forchand reckonning — 
God in the practiſe of true 
tepentance , and to imploy the 
good gifts and blefſings we 
receiue from God, like good 
ſeruants, vnto the beſt advan- 
tage of his glorie, that when 
this account is tobe made, 
we 


| euall 


omon teac et 
vw! 


home orher- 
lietle hope 
oEcclcfalt | 
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we m 


— 1 


226 AManrnatwal 


Sett. 6. 
Of owr preſent eft.ne te- 
wards God. 


2 — mug n 


Laſtly, we muſt ſeriouſly 
conſider of owr preſent eſtate 
tou ards God, whether we be in 
the ſtate of ſinne, or in the 
ſtate of grace ; whether we 
belong to the kingdome of 
darkenes,or be true members 
of the kingdome of Chriſt: It 
is not enough to bee in the 
Church, but we muſt be ſure, 
we be of the Church; For ma- 
ny wolues, and Goares be in 

ods fould;They went wt from 
vr (ſaith S. q John) hut they were 
not of vs: And therefore P 
adviſeth to this conſideration, 


ſaying, * "prooe your ſelnes, 
— re mm the fab * 
not. The want hereof was the 


fearcfull finne of the fools 


vn my, 
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virgins, M ho comenteFthem- 
ſelues with a ſhew of 7eligi- 
on, hauing the blaſing lampe: 
of ourward profeſſion; and la- 
bourcd not for that eye of true 
grace,which might enlighten 
their ſoulesto the ſruition of 
Gods glorie : yea, this is 
the common ſinne of this age, 
men bleſſe thenſclues in 
their good meaning , ſaying 
they hope well; and doe not 
through ſearch , whether 
they be truemembers of gods 
Church or rot: Now it afrer 
tryall it appeare, that true 
faith and repentance be wan- 
ting in ys , which are the 
ſcales of Adoption in Gods 
children then with all good 
conſcience, we mult vſe the 
mean es appointed of God to 
obreine theſe graces for our 


aſſurance; the comfort where- 
of 


Mat.2 $-1. 
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of will be ſo pretious vnto 
our ſoules,that we ſhall ab- 
hor to admit ſuch wicked 1- 
A maginations into our minds, 
many way tend to deprive Þþ 
vs of it. N 
Theſe are the conſidetrati- 
ons which reſpeR out ſelues; 
whereunto it we giue our 
mindes in a conftant courſe, 
25 alſo to the former which 
concerne the Lord, ebſeruing 
withall the rules before pre- 
icribed, through Gods bleſ- 
ſing ypon our endeauour, wee 
ſhall vndoubtedly finde by 
good experience „ that emi! 
theughts (ball not prevaile u 
gamft vnbut beeing reformed 
in our cogitations „ we ſhall 
ſend out of our mindes as 
from a cleanſed fouutaine, 
ſuch ſtreames of good words 
and works,through the whole 
courſe 


